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Election Countdown Angel Gazaway & Ivana Johnson-Ruff
Reporters

     ‘The new president of the United States is…’ The election is down to the wire, our newest commander in chief will 
be chosen soon by the American people. But the big question is; are the voters even aware of what the two main candi-
dates, Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton, stand for?  Being an educated voter is not that diffi cult, but it is so important. 
     Two Princeton High School (PHS) social studies teachers emphasize the importance of understanding what the 
candidates stand for and encourage everyone who can, to vote. Amanda Setters, history teacher, and Maddison Simons, 
government teacher, weigh in. 
     “The reason politics is the way it is, is because people [have] been asleep,” said Setters. “Too many generations have 
failed to make this a priority, and their indifference has led to injustice.”
     “They need to know what candidates stand for when they [are able to] vote, they need to be able to research [the 
issues],” said Simons. “It is our duty as Americans to be [knowledgeable voters].”     
     Even though most PHS students are not old enough to vote, it’s important to know what the candidates stand for, 
so they can talk to their family members who can vote. Don’t forget, whoever sits in the white house for the next four 
years will have a direct impact on all of our futures.  

Can you guess which candidate SAID IT? 
1. “I think the only difference between me and the other candidates is that I’m more honest and my women 
     are more beautiful.” 
2. “Extremism thrives amid ignorance and anger, intimidation and cowardice.”
3. “We are going to take things away from you on behalf of the common good.”
4. “I have never seen a thin person drinking Diet Coke.” (Answers on Page 2)

(The Candidates’  VIEWS on the ISSUES on Page 2)

 Original artwork: Iyana Helton
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Letter from Editors
Dear Readers,
This is the fi rst of edition of Odin’s Word 
for the 2016/2017 school year. We are 
happy to report that we got it out almost 
two months quicker than last year!  We are 
proud of our staff for all of their hard work.
 
We plan to poll PHS students to see what 
kinds of stories they would like us to cover.
If you have any story ideas or feedback, or 
are interested in joining our Publications 
Class, email our website:

phs.publications.14.15@gmail.com. 
Also, follow us on Instagram and Twitter 
@PHS_Odins
 
Go Vikes!
Nurani and Ashlyn

2
STAFF

The Candidates’  VIEWS on the ISSUES

IMMIGRATION

GUN CONTROL

ABORTION

WAR on TERROR

LGBT RIGHTS

Deportation of Undocumented 
Immigrants

Increased Gun-Control Measures
Assault-Weapons Ban

Keeping Abortion Legal

Signifi cant Increase in Military 
Spending
Greater Domestic Surveillance to 
identify extremists

Support same-sex marriage

NO

YES

YES

NO

YES

YES
YES

YES

NO

NO
NO

NO

UNCLEAR

YES

Answers to “Who Said It?”       
1. Trump 2. Clinton 3. Clinton 4. Trump 
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     It’s not everyday 
that the Vikings at the 
Princeton City School 
District (PCSD) get 
acknowledged at a na-
tional level. But that is 
exactly what happened 
recently! One of our 
own won an award that 
put us in the national 
spotlight.
     Dr. Thomas Tuck-
er, Superintendent of 
PCSD, has made us 
all very proud when 
he won the National 
Superintendent of the 
Year award. The honor 
is given by the Amer-
ican Association of 
School Administrators 
(AASA) every year to 
a school superintendent 
that shows talent and 
vision as they lead our 
public schools. 
     Tucker also won the 
Ohio Superintendent 
of the Year award for 
2016, given by the 
Buckeye Association 
of School Administra-
tors (BASA). He was 
selected by several past 

Ohio Superintendent of 
the Year award win-
ners, who judged him 
based off of his skills 
for leadership, commu-
nication, profession-
alism, and community 
involvement. 
     “Dr. Tucker’s 
passion for what he 
does has 
made him 
a highly 
effective 
superin-
tendent,” 
said Kirk 
Hamilton, 
BASA 
Executive 
Director. 
“Princeton 
City School District 
will benefi t from his 
strong sense of mis-
sion.”
     Odin’s Word asked 
Thomas Burton, 
PCSD’s Associate 
Superintendent, how 
he felt about Tucker 
winning the awards.
     “Dr. Tucker is 
very deserving of 

being AASA National 
Superintendent of the 
Year,” said Burton. “He 
certainly feels that the 
award is more about 
others than himself. 
Awards such as these 
are a wonderful way 
to recognize all of the 
people that helped you 

along the 
way.”
     
Burton shares 
Tucker’s 
appreciation 
of Princeton, 
and enjoys 
working for 
the district.
     
“Princeton 

is an incredible school 
district,” said Burton. 
“Regardless of where 
Dr. Tucker speaks, 
he always mentions 
Princeton. He is proud 
of the school district 
and continues to keep 
Princeton on the    
national landscape.”
     Tucker contrib-
utes his success to the 

success of those who 
work with and around 
him; the students, 
teachers, parents, and 
many others.  He also 
believes that Princeton 
as a whole has been a 
major aid in his accom-
plishment.
     “Princeton is, and 
will be, a leader in 
preparing students,” 
said Tucker. “There’s 
no better place in 
America to prepare 
students for life.”
     And preparing stu-

dents for the life ahead 
of them is what school 
is really all about, 
right? 
     Tucker is quickly 
working towards mak-

ing Princeton an even 
better place for students 
to learn.
     “The three things 
I am working on in 
Princeton include; 
increasing the literacy 
rates of our students 
pre-kindergarten 
through grade 12, clos-
ing the achievement 
gap among students, 
and increasing gradua-
tion rate to ensure that 
every student is col-
lege, career, and life-
ready,” said Tucker.

     We are 
sure that 
Tucker will 
succeed in 
his vision 
and Princ-
eton will 
continue 
to be a 
strong force 

in prepar-
ing students for their 
futures.

A “Super”intendent ! Nurani Andrus  Editor-in-Chief

Tucker’s Big Night

     The Princeton High 
School (PHS) commu-
nity is full of strong 
leaders and great think-
ers, but there is one 
group within our school 
that is a cut above the 
average Joes. That 
group is KEY Club, 
where students work 
together to make our 
community thrive.
     KEY Club is an in-
ternational high school 
organization that acts as 
a service to the commu-
nity. Its goal is to reach 
out to other communi-
ties. It involves volun-
teer work, and helps                         
develop leadership 

skills for all of its mem-
bers. In fact, the core 
values of KEY Club are 
leadership, character 
building, caring, and 
inclusiveness. They 
meet most Tues-
days at 2:20 p.m. in 
the GRID. 
     PHS’s KEY 
Club often works 
with the Sharon-
ville Kiwanis, a 
non-profi t orga-
nization that brings 
together volunteers to 
try and make the world 
a better place, much 
like KEY Club itself. 
The Kiwanis have been 
a big sponsor and major 

help to the PHS KEY 
Club for over 50 years.
     Phil Schmidt, the 
Kiwanis advisor that 
works with Princeton, 

has been working with 
the Kiwanis for 13 
years.
     “[I attend] the 
meetings and coordi-
nate between the KEY 
Club and the Sharon-

ville Kiwanis Club,” 
said Schmidt. “We help 
them with their projects 
and they assist our club 
by providing assistance 

in our projects.”
     KEY Club has 
always been a big 
part of the commu-
nity, and it brings 
out the best in our 
students.
     “I believe that 
the students gain a 

spirit of volunteerism,” 
said Schmidt. “[They] 
learn how to work 
together, team building, 
how to run a meeting, 
and go beyond them-
selves to help others.”

     Schmidt often works 
with Dana Zinnecker, 
Princeton’s KEY Club 
advisor, who has been 
working with the stu-
dents for 10 years.
     “I do it because I 
enjoy the kids,” said 
Zinnecker. “They all 
have a role to play.”
     Zinnecker’s main 
role in KEY Club is 
to work with the club 
members. She guides 
them when they need 
it and often helps the 
students with their 
projects. 

(See Key Club 
on page 4)

The “Key” Part of PHS Nurani Andrus  Editor-in-Chief

Dr. Thomas Tucker 
Superintendent PCSD
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     The Princeton High 
School (PHS) athletics 
scene is seeing several 
new faces this school 
year. Three varsity 
Viking sports teams are 
welcoming new head 
coaches--girls bas-
ketball, football, and 
boys basketball. Odin’s 
Word caught up with 
Pat McLaughlin 
and returning girls 
basketball coach, 
Jill Phillips. 
     McLaughlin, 
new head football 
coach at PHS, has 
enjoyed his fi rst 
experiences being 
a Viking. 
     “It’s been fun. 
Everyone here is 
awesome and willing to 
help,” said McLauglin.  
“I know two teachers 
here, Coach [Bob] 
Sherlock and Rachelle 
Williams, and it has 
been great seeing fa-
miliar faces every day.”
     McLauglin’s most 

recent coaching posi-
tion was at Reading 
High School, where he 
is coming off a win-
ning season. He also 
coached for eight years 
at his alma mater, 
Moeller High School. 
He fondly recalls the 
days when Vikings vs. 
Crusaders was the 

biggest game around.     
     McLaughlin hopes 
to have a positive 
impact on not only the 
football team, but also 
PHS as a whole.
     “All teachers’ goals 
[are] to impact,” said 

McLaughlin. “I have 
hopefully impacted the 
community and school 
already.” 
     McLaughlin is shak-
ing things up with the 
team and introduced his 
players to some new 
ways of conditioning.
     “We bring a yoga in-
structor in on Saturdays 

during the sea-
son and once a 
week during the 
off-season,” said 
McLaughlin. 
“Yoga is good 
for stretching 
and is something 
different than 
just running, 
conditioning, or 
lifting weights.” 

   (See feature article 
Viking Yoga page 5)

    Along with yoga, 
the coaching staff has 
introduced using social 
media as a way to keep 
the community in-
volved and updated on 

what is happening with 
Viking football. 
     “The students use 
all those social media 
outlets today, so we 
as educators must use 
them as well,” said 
McLaughlin. 
     The whole 
McLaughlin family is 
embracing becoming 
Vikings.
     “At each football 
game, you will see 
my wife Layne, my 
children, Patrick, Jack, 
Brooks, and Nora, as 
well as my parents and 
other family members,” 
said McLauglin. “We 
cannot be successful on 
the fi eld, in the class-
room, or in the commu-
nity if the support from 
families is nonexis-
tent.”
     A question Mc-
Laughlin has been 
asked continually since 
he started coaching 
here is: ‘Why Prince-
ton?’

     “It’s because of 
traditions, [and] the 
school and athletic 
facilities are awesome,” 
said McLaughlin. 
“Growing up in Cincin-
nati in the 1980’s and 
1990’s, Princeton was 
such a big name. This 
is a great opportunity 
and the community is 
awesome.” 
     PHS is seeing a pos-
itive increase in school 
spirit so far during the 
2016-2017 school year.
     “It has to do with 
our success,” said 
McLaughlin. “We have 
been welcomed by the 
community, teachers, 
administrators, and 
students. Athletics is 
a driving force behind 
the community spirit 
and the school spirit.” 

(See New Viking 
Leaders page 11)
    

New Viking Leaders Ashlyn Reminga
Editor-in Chief

But KEY Club is really 
about the students. 
� ey lead them-
selves and solve 
their problems 
through team-
work and deter-
mination. 
     Alexis Brown, 
the president 
of KEY Club 
at PHS, enjoys 
working with 
her peers, and 
embraces all of the 
wonderful experiences 
that come with being a 
member.
     “� e aspect of KEY 
Club that [I] enjoy the 
most is receiving and 
fostering new relation-
ships,” said Brown.“We 
want to emphasize 

that KEY Club is more 
about building relation-

ships with your com-
munity than it is about 
any [speci� c] duty we 
serve. When we volun-
teer, we do so as a fam-
ily and those memories 
remain with you for the 
rest of your life.”
     � e students love 

their projects, they do a 
lot of fun and import-

ant things such 
as: Fill the Truck, 
Relay for Life, 
Hike for Hospice, 
Teacher Appre-
ciation Week, 
American Heart 
Association, and 
many more. 
     � e experienc-
es of KEY Club 
are really what 

holds it all together.
     “One event that 
KEY Club has had that 
was very momentous 
[was] the Key Leader 
event which takes place 
near Columbus, Ohio 
every year,” said Brown. 
“What made this event 
so impactful was the 

relationships members 
made and the experi-
ence that the o�  cers 
learned there..”
     Perhaps one of the 
most popular events 

that KEY Club does 
is Buddy Day. Buddy 
Day is when KEY Club 
members from the high 

school go to Sharonville 
Elementary and spend 
the whole day with 
their assigned “buddy.” 
� ey go to their classes, 
their lunch, recess, and 
have loads of fun.
      “[I] feel like Buddy 
Day really encom-
passes what KEY Club 
is about; serving the 
community building 
relationships, and hav-
ing fun while doing so,” 
said Brown.
      Building relation-
ships is the key part of 
KEY Club, the expe-
rience students have 
with it will last them 
a lifetime. It is truly a 
wonderful part of the 
Viking Nation.

(KEY CLUB continued from page 4)

Key Clubber with her Buddies

Coach Pat McLaughlin

Bonding during Buddy Day
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     Weightlifting, it’s 
the traditional workout 
that comes to mind 
when you think of high 
school athletes and 
conditioning. But some 
coaches are thinking 
outside the box to get 
their athletes strong 
and to keep them safe, 
so they are turning to 
alternative workouts for 
their players. 
     One of those al-
ternative workouts is 
ballet. It helps athletes 
with their fi nesse, 
speed, balance, and 
strengths according to 
Ballethub.com. Some 
of the biggest names in 
sports have used ballet 
to increase their athletic 
prowess. This includes 
Michael Jordan, Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, Willie 
Gault, and many more.
     Another non-tra-
ditional workout for 
athletes is yoga. Foot-
ball players at PHS are 
completing at least one 
set of yoga each week. 
But why yoga? 
    The website www.
active.com explains 
that one of the benefi ts 
of yoga is that it can ac-
tually prevent injuries. 
But how?
     A well-rounded 
yoga practice includes 
dynamic fl exibility 
training, core stabili-
zation, and strengthen-
ing muscles that you 
probably never even 

knew that you had. 
By focusing on these 
elements, yoga can help 
you recover faster after 
workouts. It also helps 
with your mental focus, 
which is especially im-
portant in fast moving 
sports like football.
     Pat McLaughlin, 
PHS varsity football 
coach, utilized yoga at 
his last coaching posi-
tion and realized that it 
was successful, so he 

brought it here to the 
Vikings. 
     “Research shows 
that there’s a lot of 
benefi ts to it [for fl exi-
bility], and I think that 
it shows players how 
to get along with the 
body,” said McLaugh-
lin. 
     Odin’s Word would 
have liked to be a 
fl y on the wall when           
McLaughlin initially 

brought up the topic of 
doing yoga to his new 
football team.
     “When we fi rst told 
them that they were 
going to do yoga, they 
laughed and chuckled,” 
said McLaughlin. 
     Terrance Smith, 
varsity football player, 
is getting into the yoga 
“thing” and thinks that 
it is a necessary work-
out.
     “I think that yoga is 

cool,” said Smith. 
“I think that yoga 
helps warm up 
your legs and it 
helps people get 
going before they 
stretch a cold 
muscle.”
     Smith says 
that when coach 
McLaughlin told 
him that he was 
going to do yoga, 
he was happy to 
oblige.
     “I knew that 

yoga was 
going to help 

me get more fl exible 
as an athlete. Yoga has 
helped me get more 
fl exible and loosen up 
my legs,” said Smith.
     Rayquon Robinson, 
varsity football player, 
jumped on board the 
yoga train right away.
     “Yoga is a great 
[training tool] that 
should be used for 
almost all sports that 
include running, so it’s 

great when we have the 
opportunity to do that,” 
said Robinson. “Coach 
McLaughlin explained 
how much yoga would 
help us improve our 
speed and fl exibility, 
so my original thought 
was that we needed it.”
     It seems as if many 
of the players are 
seeing the benefi ts of 
yoga, although Solo-
mon Reid, starting var-
sity quarterback, didn’t 
jump on board the yoga 
train so quickly.
     “I was like, ‘Yoga? 
Why the heck are we 
doing yoga?’ But after 
attempting it a few 
times, it has helped 
me become a little 
more fl exible and more 
balanced, and my 
body isn’t tight when 
I fi nish it,” said Reid. 
“Yoga is a great part 
of our workouts. It’s 
hurts badly, but it helps 
stretch us after a tough 
game. 
     McLaughlin has 
been pleased with 
the way his Vikings 
have welcomed 
yoga into their 
workout routine.
     “The football 
players were reluc-
tant at fi rst, but now 
they really want to 
do it [yoga]and they 
enjoy it.” 
     Lebron James, 
forward for the 
Cleveland Cava-

liers, takes yoga pretty 
seriously.
     “Yoga isn’t just 
about the body, It’s also 
about the mind, and 
it’s a technique that 
has really helped me,” 
James told the Cleve-
land Plain Dealer back 
in 2009. “ I had some 
lower-back problems a 
few years ago and once 
I started the yoga, it has 
helped them go away 
for now.”
     James rarely gets 
winded during games, 
and he recently credited 
yoga for his incredible 
stamina.
     “Does it work for 
everybody? I don’t 
know. But it works for 
me,” said James (AKA 
the King).
     If yoga works for a 
super star athlete like 
LeBron James, then it 
should defi nitely be an 
advantage for PHS 
Athletes.  Go hit those 
mats, Vikes!

GRAND OPENING         
     Princeton held a grand 
opening for their new 
outdoor athletic complex 
on September 16.  Board 
members, staff, commu-
nity offi cials, students 
and community members 
came out for the offi cial 
ribbon cutting ceremony.

     The Pep Band along 
with PHS cheerleaders, 
got the crowd going.
     After the ribbon 
cutting, everyone was in-
vited to tour the facility.
     The new complex 
features:
   Varsity Baseball Field

    JV Baseball Field

    Softball Field
    Concessions
    Batting Cages

MUSIC MEMORIES
     The Music Composite 
Project is now complete!  
After months of hard 
work, all 47 choir, band 
and orchestra composits 

are displayed on the wall 
in the Music Department 
in Viking Village.  They 
range from 1974 to the 
present.  
     Be sure to swing by 
the music department 
and check out our strong 
musical history.     

Justin Bauer 
ReporterHit the Mats

  Vikings practice their poses

BRIEFLY

Board President Susan Wyder 
          Cuts the Ribbon
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     Change. Change can 
be scary and sudden. 
But change can become 
necessary. This year the 
Princeton High School 
(PHS) basketball team 
decided that it was time 
to make some major 
changes. They’ve 
brought in four new 
coaches, including 
Leon Ellison who was 
named head coach last 
spring, and the team 
has also added some 
fresh new talent.
     Ellison is one of 
the most decorated 
coaches in 
the state, 
stemming 
from his 
work on 
the AAU 
circuit 
and his 
last eight 
success-
ful years 
at Aiken 
High School. Ellison 
was very excited to 
begin his career here 
and chose Princeton 

over other schools, for 
several reasons.
     “Rich tradition, 
great families, and a 
district that prioritizes 
education and develop-
ment of future leaders,” 
said Ellison. “I see the 
potential in students 
anywhere I go. The 

resources available 
to students here are 
second to none which 
creates an environment 
that is conducive for 
success for our stu-
dents.”
     The Vikings are ex-
cited to welcome trans-
fers; Darius Bazley, 
junior, from Finney-
town High School and 
Darius Harris, senior, 
from Roger Bacon. 
This adds more size 
and depth to a team that 
is already slated to do 
well this season. 

     Bazley is ranked one 
of the top juniors in the 
nation and has received 
many offers from 

colleges over the last 
year-and-a-half. He’s 
verbally committed to 
Ohio State and looking 
forward to wearing a 
Buckeye uniform, but 
for now, he’s excited to 
put on a Viking jersey.
     “I came to Princeton 
to be around the right 

group of people that 
will prepare me for 
the next level,” said 
Bazley.
     Harris is happy to 
be back with his Viking 
family and to work 
with a new coaching 
staff.
     “I came back be-
cause once you are my 
dogs, y’all are my dogs 
for life and I love my 
team and I’d do any-
thing to win. So I came 
back,” said Harris.
     With a lot of great 
players on the roster 
already, a new coach-
ing staff and some new 
players, this team could 
easily be one of the 
best in the GMC. They 
know it won’t be easy 
and have been putting 
in a lot of pre-season 
work to accomplish the 
“big one;” to go all the 
way to Columbus.
     “This season I’m 
trying to win a state 
championship. Not 
for me but [for] our 
seniors. It’s their last 
year and I want them 
to go out with a bang. 
And I’m going to do 
that by giving them the 
best version of me on 
the court and off,” said 
Bazley.
     The team is working 

to become 
a close 
group, both 
on and off 
the court.        
     A focus 
the play-
ers are 
stressing is 
defense-- 
they know 
that it starts 
there. They 
are putting 
emphasis 
on team 
chemistry 

and trying to 
keep every-

one involved. They’re 
listening to the coach’s 
words and understand 
that the time to get 
better individually and 
as a team 
isn’t in 
Novem-
ber, it 
started 
last May.  
     Dar-
weishi 
Hunter, 
junior, 
has 
played 
for the 
Vikings 
for two 
years. 
He’s 
happy 
with the 
transitions 
that are taking place.
     “I have seen the 
program change a lot, 
from the time [we] got 
here [for] our workouts 
to how the coaches care 
about school. I feel like 
we have [more] of a 
winning attitude,” said 
Hunter.
     The biggest thing 
holding Princeton 
back for so many years 
wasn’t the talent-- 
they’ve always had 
the talent-- it was the 

discipline and attitude. 
All of which are things 
that Ellison expects 
from his new team. 
     “I don’t like the 
phrase transforming, I 
prefer to use the phrase 
‘Increase level of com-
petitiveness.’ My goal 
is to increase the level 
of competitiveness in 
each member of the 
boys basketball pro-
gram,” said Ellison.
     It looks like the up-
coming season is very 
bright for the Vikings!
     “Right now we are 
in the ‘tear down old 
behaviors and recon-
dition new behaviors’ 
stage. Through consis-
tent reinforcement we 
will make the needed 

progress.” 
     Ellison wants his 
players to work with 
their team 100%, in 
both the game and 
everyday life.
     This new era of 
coaches and players 
will not only have a 
huge impact on the 
team, it will have a 
positive impact on the 
whole PHS community.

A New Chapter Jordan Young
Reporter

Darius Harris Laying One Up

Darius Bazley New Transfer

Darweishi Hunter Goes for 3

Leon Ellison Viking Head Coach
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     Going all the way 
downtown to the 
Cincinnati or Taft 
art museums brings 
with them the has-
sles of crowds and 
paying to park your 
cars. Well, parking 
is never a problem 
when you visit the art 
galleries at Princeton 
High School (PHS). 
Just a stroll through 
the hallways on the 

second fl oor gives the 
opportunity explore 
visual arts that will 
please the eye. 
     Lindsay Holli-
day, head of the art 
department at PHS, 
has collaborated with 
Lonnie Dusch, PHS 
science teacher, to 
create awards for 
PHS art students. 
     “The awards 
started about midway 

through last year 
when Mr. Dusch 
came up with the idea 
after admiring some 
of the student artwork 
in the hallway,” said 
Holliday. “He wanted 
students to know that 
he and other teachers 
noticed their amazing 
work.”
     “The awards start-
ed because I noticed 
in speaking to some 

other staff that many 
of our staff mem-
bers had no idea that 
there was student art 
being displayed on 
the boards upstairs,” 
said Dusch. “I pass 
by the artwork daily, 
but many of our staff 
don’t go upstairs, 
so they don’t notice 
some of the out-
standing artwork on 
display.”

     In the old PHS, 
the art wing was 
tucked away from 
most of the other 
classrooms, leading 
to staff not getting to 
see the talent PHS art 
students have to offer. 
Dusch has enjoyed 
encouraging staff to 
see all of the artwork 
students have created. 
     “I don’t think 
many of the staff and 

students who were 
not in the art wing 
noticed the amazing 
work we displayed,” 
said Holliday. “Now 
we have so much 
more space that is 
central to the build-
ing to exhibit student 
artwork. That is a 
great thing for the art 
program, and also 
contributes to the 
positive culture of 

our school.” 
     Students have had 
very positive reac-
tions to seeing their 
artwork acknowl-
edged by staff mem-
bers. 
     “I have been 
pleased to see a few 
students with the 
award tag in their 
folder, tucked into 
their binder cover, or 
being carried around 

as though it meant 
at least a little some-
thing to them,” said 
Dusch. “I have also 
had a few students 
come up to me and 
thank me for noticing 
their artwork, but this 
isn’t anything I hoped 
to get in presenting 
the awards that I’ve 
given.” 
     Creating artworks 
that become part of 

the PHS art gallery 
is a great opportunity 
for our emerging art-
ists. To be recognized  
by a staff member is 
the icing on the cake.
     “Students who 
see the awards by 
their work are very 
honored and proud 
that their work was 
noticed,” said Holli-
day. 
     The awards have 

already brought so 
much positivity and 
inspiration to PHS art 
students. 
     “The recognition 
of our art students’ 
hard work, original-
ity, and creativity 
encourages them to 
continue to work 
harder,” said Holli-
day.    
    
(See ARTISTS page 9)

Art All Around Us Ashlyn Reminga  Editor-in-Chief
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Music Meets the Great Outdoors Ivana Johnson-Ruff 

Reporter
    For the past year there 
have been large brick 
and metal structures, 
surrounded by chain 
link fencing, in front of 
Princeton High School 
(PHS). A closer look 
showed they were 
the murals that used 
to grace the front of 
the old high school. 
Now they are going 
to become a beau-
tiful addition to the 
high school, as an 
amphitheater. 
     Odin’s Word 
covered the “Save the 
murals” campaign last 
year. It was spearhead-
ed by Kelli Reisen, a 
Princeton alumna. The 
campaign raised enough 
money to save the murals 
from being a victim from 
the wrecking ball. They 
were then moved to the 
edge of the parking lot 
of the new building. But 
why were the murals such 
a big deal? 
     The murals were 

created by artist Carl 
Zimmerman. Zimmerman 
based his creation off of 
William Shakespeare’s 
“Seven Ages of Man,” 
a poem about the many 

stages of life. 
     Reisen explains how 
the murals came to be 
a part of Princeton’s 
culture.
     “[The murals] are 
important because Robert 
E. Lucas, [a past superin-
tendent], wanted to show 
[that the] arts were a big 
part of Princeton,” said 
Reisen. 
      Everyone wondered 
what was next and how 
would they become a per-

manent part of the brand 
new PHS.
     The murals have been 
moved from the parking 
lot onto the grassy area on 
the right side of the high 
school campus. They are 
becoming an amphithe-
ater that will be utilized in 
several ways. The outdoor 
performance area can be 
used for musical concerts, 
plays, and art programs. 
This will give the students 
a new arena in which to 
perform and experience 
the arts. 
     Jaclyn 
Ballman, 
a choir 
teacher at 
PHS, looks 
forward to 
using the 
new amphi-
theater. 
     “I think 
it’s going 
to create 
a unique space 
for Princeton students to 
use,” said Ballman. “It’ll 

give us an extra space 
for performances and 
fl exibility.”
     The murals will be 
a wonderful attraction; 
the teachers and students 
alike are looking forward 
to their new placement as 
an amphitheater.
     Quran Robinson and 
Kaylyn Montgomery, 
PHS sophomores, are 
both singers in Choraliers, 
and are looking forward 
to performing in this 
exciting space.

     “The murals being 
turned into an amphithe-

atre would be cool and 
different,” said Robinson.
     “It adds something dif-
ferent to the performance 
that not many other places 
may have,” said Mont-
gomery.
     The murals have 
always been a sight to see 
at PHS, and now they’re 
going to be a part of an 
even greater attraction, 
and make Princeton a 
more impressive campus.
     Just like the murals, 
the new amphitheater at 

PHS will be a big 
part of Princeton. 
It will continue 
to stand with 
the ideology of 
Princeton’s former 
superintendent, 
Robert E. Lucas, 
about the impor-
tance of the arts in 
our school 
community and 
will stand as a re-

minder of the strength 
of the Vikings. 

     High school can 
be challenging with 
having to maintain 
decent grades, work if 
you have a part time 
job, sports if you’re an 
athlete, and family… 
but what if there was a 
different factor in your 
life? What if you iden-
tifi ed as a member of 
the LGBTQ (Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, Trans-
gender, Queer) commu-
nity? How would you 
feel? If you chose to, 
how would you come 
out?
     According to Metro 
Parent, “Life isn’t easy 
for gay teens. They’re 
one of the most com-
mon targets for bully-
ing. Their suicide rates 
are higher than any 
other youth group. And 
many struggle to fi nd 
acceptance at school, at 

home and with them-
selves, but that isn’t the 
case for everyone.”
     Some students at 
Princeton High School 
(PHS) are openly shar-
ing their sexual pref-
erence and are fi nding 
accepting from 
their fellow 
Vikings.
     Imani 
Brookins, PHS 
senior, came out 
as bisexual to 
her friends and 
family about 
three  years ago. 
     “I knew I was bisex-
ual my freshman year 
when I felt an extreme-
ly strong connection 
with a girl that was a 
few years younger than 
me, and I had never felt 
that way about a boy,” 
said Brookins.
     Coming out in high 

school is not always 
easy but many teens 
fi nd great joy in doing 
so.
     “Coming out 
changed my high 
school experience in 
a good way. I gained 

so many [new] friends 
[and I] became really 
connected with a lot of 
people and I loved it,” 
said Brookins.
     Ryan Menifee, PHS 
junior, came out to her 
friends her sophomore 
year and hasn’t regret-
ted anything about it. 

     “I knew I was bisex-
ual for a long time, but 
I never had the courage 
to say it out loud until 
my freshman year of 
high school. Everyone 
treats me the same 
and I haven’t lost any 

friends. I 
honestly 
wasn’t 
scared to 
come out. 
My men-
tality was 
that you 
were either 
going to 

accept me for who I am 
or you wouldn’t,” said 
Menifee.
     The average com-
ing out age these days 
is lower than ever, 
moving down from 
18 to 14, according to 
PCTeen.
     Bailey Sipe, PHS 

freshman, came out 
when she felt the time 
was right for her, which 
was at age 14.
     “When I told my 
mom I was bisexual it 
was the day that gay 
marriage was legalized. 
She told me that it was 
just a phase and that I 
would get over it and 
that I was just having 
mixed feelings with 
all of the commotion 
going on,” said Sipe.
     Often family and 
friends will have the 
reaction that: “you’ll 
just get over it” or “it’s 
just a phase.” But when 
a young person reveals 
their sexual preference, 
those aren’t the things 
they want to hear. 

( See STEPPING OUT 
page 11)
     

Stepping Out Erika Langford 
Reporter

Mural Pieces from Old PHS

Mural Becoming an Amphitheater
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     Holliday and the rest 
of the art department are 
loving students’ reactions 
to the awards. It’s always 

nice to have 
your hard work 
recognized 
outside of the 
classroom.
     “One of my 
favorite things 
about hanging 
up student 
artwork in the 
hallway is how 
quickly I no-
tice that other 
students stop 
to look at it 
and the student 
artists point 
out their work 
to friends with 
pride,” said 
Holliday. “I am 
very proud of the artwork 
that PHS students make in 
our classrooms and I know 
the other PHS Art Teachers 

are too!”
     It’s pretty interesting 
that a science teacher is the 
one that came up with a 

way to stir up interest in the 
students’ artwork. 
     “I hope that the awards 
have raised the profi le of 

the great artwork that our 
students have produced,” 
said Dusch. 
     The art department 

wants all students to 
be a part of the com-
munity, not just the art 
students.

     “We challenge students 
to show that they recognize 
[amazing] student artwork 
they like as well,” said 

Holliday. “If you notice 
artwork you like, take a 
photo of it, 
post it on Instagram,        

and tag
@phs_vikings, 
@mshollidayart 
#vikingdiff. 
You can also tweet the pics 
and tag @VikingDiff and 
@mshollidayart. I’m open 
to other ideas too!”

    Student Artwork Acknowledged by Staff
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  Dogs, cats, fi sh, 
hamsters; There are 
many pets to go around 
and you may have 
been lucky enough to 
persuade your parents 
into getting one when 
you were younger. But 

what about the thou-
sands of animals who 
aren’t lucky enough to 
get homes? 
     Princeton science 
teacher, Lonny Dusch, 
participates in a rescue 
foundation, Adore-A-
Bull Rescue, which 
works to save abused 
and mistreated pit bulls 
and similar breeds.
     “I certainly prefer 
adopting pets. There 
are more than enough 
dogs and cats for us to 
have as pets. We don’t 
need to breed more of 
them,” said Dusch. “I 
have two adopted dogs, 
currently.” 
     Adoption centers 

play a large part in 
various communities, 
although they still may 
have bad reputations 
among some people. 
There are multiple ste-
reotypes about adoption 
centers, predominantly 

about the conditions 
of the animals housed 
there and the facilities 
themselves.
     Susan Bias works 
with Schnauzer 
Friends for Rescue 
and Adoption (SFRA). 
She understands why 
some people may have 
misconceptions about 
adoption centers.
      “Shelters deal with 
the public. There is 
always some member 
of [the] public that is 
not going to like the 
way things are done,” 
said Bias.  “There 
are shelters in small, 
rural counties that get 
no support from the 

local government and 
survive solely on vol-
unteers and donations. 
They might not be the 
bright, sunny, airy and 
clean place you think 
of sometimes. But, 
they are all fi lled with 

and served by staff and 
volunteers who love 
animals and want to 
help them under any 
circumstance.” 
     There are hundreds 
of adoption centers 
throughout Ohio. 
SICSA (Society for 
the Improvement of 
Conditions for Stray 
Animals) Pet Adoption 
Center in Kettering, 
Ohio is on a mission to 
fi nd forever homes for 
special animals. Jessie 
Sullivan works with 
SICSA.
     “In 2015, SICSA 
adopted over 1,600 
dogs and cats into 
loving homes, and 

we’re on track to adopt 
even more than that in 
2016,” said Sullivan. 
“In addition to adop-
tion, SICSA also offers 
public spay and neuter 
services and various 
youth programs for the 

community.” 
     Many people be-
lieve that a family is 
not complete without 
their furry compan-
ions. Several Princeton 
students shared their 
pet adoption stories 
with Odin’s Word. Judy 
Galaviz, PHS Fresh-
man, adopted a dog and 
a cat from the SPCA.
     “They make me 
happy and help with 
stress,” said Galaviz.
     Studies have shown 
that having a pet at 
home has many bene-
fi ts; relieving stress is 
one of them. Anoth-
er perk is especially 
apparent when a person 

comes home after 
having had a bad day at 
work or school. Malo-
rie Jackson-Huddleston 
and Rachel Vargas, 
PHS Freshmen, believe 
that their adopted dogs 
and cat can make things 

better.
     “They make me a 
happier person,” said 
Huddleston.
    
(See Good for the 
Heart on page 12)
   

Good for the Heart Iyana Helton Reporter

 Original artwork: Iyana Helton
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     Jill Phillips, PHS girls 
head basketball coach, 
changed from a Viking to 
a Thunderhawk at Lakota 
East for a few years. Phil-
lips worked at PHS for 
12 years before leaving 
and she also lives in the 
district. 
     “It’s home, I feel like I 
was coming home,” said 
Phillips. 
     Phillips had one big 
reason for coming back to 
PHS; she likes being part 
of the community and she 
likes the kids here. 
     “I feel like I made a 
big athletic and academic 
difference when I was 
here,” said Phillips. 
     Phillips has gotten a 
warm welcome from staff 
and students and has been 
treated genuinely. 
     “It’s like I’m picking 
up where I left off,” said 
Phillips. “I haven’t really 

been gone.” 
     Phillips had a slightly 
different experience then 
McLaughlin when com-
ing to PHS this year, her 
12 years of being a Viking 
has been a bonus.
     “I’ve always related 
well with kids and it’s 
always been a good fi t,” 
said Phillips. “I have a 
good relationship with 

students and faculty 
here.” 
     The PHS girls basket-
ball team are adjusting 

well to having Phillips 
back/They are looking 
forward to playing a 
championship season 
with her. Phillips brings 
the experience that comes 
from twelve successful 
seasons with the Vikings. 
Phillips’ win-loss record 
during her time here was 
243-47. Her girls brought 
home a Division I State 

Title in 2014. 
     “I’ve seen big im-
provement over how the 
team has done the last 

two years,” said Phillips. 
“We need to win a GMC 
championship fi rst, that’s 
our starting point.” 
     

Phillips is enjoying being 
back in her Viking home 
so far this school year. 
     “The facilities are real-
ly nice, academically and 
athletically,” said Phillips. 
“Kids enjoy being in the 
new building and appreci-
ate what they have.” 

     The Vikings are look-
ing forward to great up-
coming seasons with the 
new head coaches. Please 

check out our feature 
article “A New Chapter” 
to read about new head 
boys basketball coach, 
Leon Elison, and how the 
2016/17 season is shaping 
up, on page 6. 

Go Vikes!

(NEW VIKING LEADERS continued from page 4)

Mark your Calenders!

     Psychology Today 
gives some helpful 
hints on how to re-
spond when a friend or 
a loved one comes out 
to you.

Support your child 
[or friend], who is 

courageously disclos-
ing the fact that he or 

she is gay, by express-
ing feelings of uncondi-
tional love.

Validate your child’s  
[or friend’s] sexual 

preferences by stating 
your hope is only that 
he or she will be happy 
and fi nd genuine love 
in life.

     Keep in mind that 
everyone wants to be 
accepted for who they 
are; they want love, 
support, validation, and 
noncritical acceptance; 
not rejection, criticism, 
blame, and disapproval.
     Ali Sedkey, PHS 
junior, has some advice 
for young teens afraid 

of coming out. 
     “Be yourself and be 
proud of who you are, 
forget about what peo-
ple think or what they 
might say and forget 
about what society says 
you have to be, because 
at the end of the day 
the only thing that mat-
ter is that you’re happy. 

Love yourself because 
you are special. Com-
ing out is the fi rst step 
and it takes confi dence 
and that shows that 
you are ready to handle 
whatever comes along 
with it.”

(STEPPING OUT continued from page 8)

               2014 State Champs



 “Everytime I’m 
sad, they always 
make me laugh 
[and make me] 
happy,” said 
Vargas.
     Volunteering 
at an adoption 
facility is anoth-
er way to help 
animals. Often the 
people that work 
at the shelter have 
a diffi cult time not 
adopting every 

animal that comes 
in.
     “I myself 
own two adopted 

dogs. I 
adopted 
Bella, 
a black 
Min-
iature 
Schnau-
zer in 
2014. 
She is 
now 10 
years 
old and blind. Her 
world is black,” 
said Bias. “She is 

a sweetheart, does 
obedience [train-
ing that usually 
deals with animals 

complying to 
basic demands of 
the owner], loves 
her Daddy and 
loves to play with 
toys. She’s well 
behaved, well 
mannered, and I 
love to take her 
shopping with me 
and visiting.” 

    If you’re 
not able to 
commit fully 
to adopting an 
animal, fos-
tering animals 
may be the 
solution.
     Adore-A-
Bull  Rescue, 
the organi-
zation that 
Lonnie Dusch 
works with 
offers the 

option of fostering 
animals. 
   “They’re a bully 
breed (pit bulls 

and similar dogs) 
rescue group in 
the Cincinnati 
area, and they 
don’t have a shel-
ter. They house 

all their adoptable 
dogs in foster 
homes, ours in-
cluded, where the 
dogs are social-
ized, trained, and 
loved while wait-
ing to fi nd their 
forever home,” 
said Dusch. 
     There’s an 

abundance of pets 
in the world wait-
ing to be adopted. 
These animals 
come in various 
shapes, ages, siz-
es, and personal-
ities.  Finding the 

perfect 
one for 
you is 
the goal 
of adop-
tion 
centers, 
and they 
work 
hard to 
make it 
happen.  

Think about open-
ing your heart to 
an animal that 
needs a forever 
home.  It may be 
the best move 
you’ll make--for 
your heart, mind, 
and body.

(GOOD for the HEART continued from page 10)

      
      PAWs 
 Adoption Center

(513) 539-7297

 LOCAL ADOPTION
       AGENCIES

   BENEFITS to HAVING PETS

Lower Risk of Heart Attack

Boost Overall Mood

Gets You to Exercise

Lower Likelihood for a 
child to develop related 
Allergies

Odin’s Word12

Lonnie Dusch’s Fostered Dogs

 Animal Friends        
Humane Society

(513) 867-5727

SPCA Sharonville

(513) 489-7387

 Animal Adoption     
    Foundation

(513) 737-7387

    PetSmart
   Bridgewater  
      Falls

(513) 863-6363

  Heartt Animal
     Refuge

(513) 368-4568

  Adore-A-Bull
     Rescue

(513) 342-2117

College Corner
Seniors, college life is fast ap-
proaching!  Don‛t get stuck going to 
the school that is the last choice 
on your list.  Get started now and 
you‛ll be getting lots of letters 
from colleges inviting you to take 

a closer look at their educational 
institutions. Applications to your 
dream colleges need to start now.  
Every school expects you to submit 
an essay along with your applica-
tion.  Below are some tips to make 

sure your  essay stands out in a sea 
of student essays.

Also, check out this website for 
help:   collegeboard.org

Ravyn Williams Reporter

      COLLEGE ESSAY TIPS
Make it Personal !
Brag about your Accomplishments
If using same essay for multiple 

applications, make sure you change the 
names, etc. for each school  

Don‛t rip an essay off the internet.  
They have seen them all!


