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Tennessee Tragedy Erika Langford & Odin’s Word Staff
Reporters

     Tuesday, Novem-
ber 29, 2016 was a 
normal day 
for Princ-
eton High 
School 
(PHS) stu-
dents. This 
however, 
was not the 
case for the 
residents 
and visitors 
of Gatlin-
burg Ten-
nessee and 
the nearby 
Smoky 
Mountain 
National 
Park. Two 
teenagers, 
both under 
the age of 
18, purpose-
ly started a 
fi re that rap-
idly roared 
through the 
national 
park and 
quickly 
spread to the 
city. Over 
17,000 acres 
burned in the park 
and more than 700 
homes and business-
es were destroyed. 
14,000 people were 
forced to evacuate 
and there were 14 
known fatalities.
     Even though The 

Smoky Mountains 
are nearly 300 miles 

away from Cincin-
nati, people locally 
were affected by this 
tragedy. Within the 
small family of the 
Odin’s Word staff, 
several of us have 
personal connections 
to the disaster. 

      Staff reporter 
Justin Bauer’s entire 

family felt incredible 
loss after the wild-
fi res left their devas-
tation.
     “Gatlinburg is 
really important to 
me because it was 
the fi rst place I ever 
visited in my entire 

life,” said Bauer. “My 
parents were married 

at the ‘Cupid’s Chap-
el of Love.’”
     Tragically, the 
church where Bau-
er’s parents married 
burned and is a total 
loss. His parents were 
stunned by the fi res 
and are grieving los-

ing this part of their 
family history.

     “My 
mom came 
barging in 
my room 
saying that 
Gatlinburg 
was on the 
news,” said 
Bauer.”
The news 
anchors con-
fi rmed a list 
of burned 
buildings, 
and one of 
those build-
ings he men-
tioned was 
where my 
parents were 
actually 
married. My 
mom started 
crying.”
     Smoky 
Mountain 
National 
Park is the 
most visit-
ed national 
park in 
the United 

States. According 
to NationalGeograph-
ic.com, over 10 mil-
lion visitors annually 
come to the park to 
hike and camp.

 (See Tragedy
     Page 10)
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Hits Close to Home

Gatlinburg residents race to evacuate ahead of the raging wildfi re
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Letter from Editors
Dear Readers,

     Odin’s Word conducted a poll asking 
you what you’d like to see in the news-
paper. To see the results, check out page 
11.      
     You might also notice a few snowfl akes 
dotted around the paper, that’s because 
we’re hoping for winter to show up so we 
can get some snow days! 
     If you have any story ideas or feedback, 
or are interested in joining our Publications 
Class, email us:

phs.publications.14.15@gmail.com. 

Go Vikes!
Nurani and Ashlyn

2
STAFF

what’s happening in POLITICS
PRESIDENTIAL UPDATE

In our last edition, we tracked the 
presidential race as Donald Trump and 
Hillary Clinton competed in a tightly 
contested battle over who was going to 
become the new President of the United 
States. Now that the election has come 
to a close, what are the facts about the 
election and it’s winner?
     Donald Trump is now the new 
POTUS (acronym for President of the 

United 
States). 
He won 
with the 
majori-
ty vote 
in the 
Elector-
al Col-
lege. 
The 
Elec-
toral 
College 

is a group of individuals who are chosen 
to represent a state every four years, and 
vote for the preferred presidential can-
didate. If the popular vote had decided 
who would be our president, then Clin-
ton would’ve been the clear winner. She 
outnumbered Trump by over 2,800,000 
popular votes. But Trump’s lead in the 
electoral vote won him the race. 

   When the President is elected, he hand-
picks members to be in his Presidential 
Cabinet. The trend for Trump’s pics 
seems to have the prerequisite of being 
incredibly wealthy. According to the 

Washington Post, “Trump is putting to-
gether what will be the wealthiest admin-
istration in modern American history.” 

Here are some of Trump’s more 
controversial choices:
 

• U.S. Trade Rep- Robert Ligh-
thizer.Lighthizer is a lawyer who is a 
massive critic of China.
• Energy Secretary- Rick Perry. 
Texas governor since 2000, Perry 
tried to scrap the entire Energy de-
partment.
• E.P.A. Administrator- Scott 
Pruit.Pruit was an Oklahoma attor-
ney general, and is in favor with the 
fossil fuel community.

• Health and Human Services Sec-
retary- Tom Price. Price, an ortho-
pedic surgeon from Georgia, has 
worked in congress for 6 terms. He is 
well known for his opposition of the 
Affordable Healthcare Act.

• Education Secretary- Betsy DeVos. 
DeVos, former chairwoman of the 
Michigan Republican Party, believes 
in school choice, which offers alter-
natives to public school. DeVos has 
strong negative opinions on public 
schools.

It’s important to know who will be 
leading our country during these diffi -
cult times. President Trump and his new 
cabinet will help shape what America 
becomes in the next four years. But the 
question is: are they qualifi ed to do the 
job? And will they do what is best for the 
average American?

incredibly wealthy. According to the incredibly wealthy. According to the 

Nurani Andrus  Editor-in-Chief
Justin Bauer     Reporter
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     On Saturday, 
November 26, Fidel 
Castro, former Presi-
dent of Cuba, 
died. Some 
cheered, 
others cried; 
whatever 
your views 
on the man, 
it can not be 
denied that 
he was very 
impactful, not 
just to Cuba, 
but to all of 
the world.
     Fidel Cas-
tro, the man 
who defi ed 
the U.S., rose 
to power in 
1959 when 
he lead a 
revolution 
against the 
dictatorship of 
Fulgencio Batista. 
Before Castro, Cuba 
was very Capitalistic 
and contained many 

American businesses 
which were taken under 
government control 

when Castro took 
power. Castro turned 
Cuba into a pro-Soviet 
country, forming ties 

with the Soviet Union 
and almost bringing the 
world to nuclear war 

with the Cu-
ban Missile 
Crisis. 
     Castro 
created many 
laws and 
rules that go 
against what 
many Amer-
icans believe 
in. Castro 
declared 
a regime 
that 
framed 
homosex-
uals as 
“deviation 
incompat-
ible with 
the revo-
lution.” In 
1965, he 

established prison 
camps called Military 
Units to Aid Production 
(UMAP); these camps 
rounded up homosex-

uals, along with other 
people Castro deemed 
undesirable and made 
them work, torturing 
and beating them often. 
Until their abolition in 
1968, there were 200 
known camps in Cuba.
     On February 19, 
2008, Fidel Castro an-
nounced his retirement 
and gave power to his 
brother, Raúl.

     
Castro infl uenced many 
people during his life, 
both during and after 
his reign over Cuba. 

When he died, the 
people were shocked, 
refusing to believe it 
at fi rst (there had been 
previous cases where 
it was reported that he 
had died.) No matter 
your opinion on the 
man and his life, his 
impact on the world 
was signifi cant and has 
a place in the history 
books.

“History will absolve 
me.” -Fidel Castro

World Political News Nurani Andrus  Editor-in-Chief

Castro in later years

Local Political Scene Judy Mac Kelly  Advisor/Guest  
   Columnist

     Several Princeton 
High School (PHS) 
teachers joined the 
millions of people that 
gathered around the 
globe to protest the 

� rst full day of Donald 
Trump’s presidency. 
� ey banded together 

to express their op-
position to the values 
they think Trump 
represents. Hundreds 
of thousands of people 
crowded into Wash-

ington D.C., 
while sister rallies took 
place in locations as 

far-� ung as Paris, Lon-
don, Nairobi, and even 
Antarctica. Cincinnati, 
Ohio saw thousands 
of protesters gather at 
Washington Park before 

they marched through 
downtown. 

     PHS English teacher, 
Michael Pogue, is no 
stranger to taking a 
stand through protest-
ing and marching. 
      “I’m old enough to 

have marched in the 
60’s and ‘70s. � ose 

peaceful demonstra-
tions helped [stop] 
a war and make our 
nation more equal for 
all,” said Pogue. 

(See Local Political 
Scene page 4)

Early Castro propaganda poster

Marchers gather in Washington Park

Photo credit-K. Lampe
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     Princeton High 
School (PHS) staff and 
students are always try-
ing to fi nd ways to help 
out their community. 
One example of this is 
No Shave November, 
which brings awareness 
to men’s cancer and 
helps raise funds. The 
concept is simple--PHS 
staff members that do-
nate money for cancer 
research don’t have to 
use their razor for the 
whole month.
     Kevin Tucker, math 
teacher at PHS, decid-
ed to participate three 
years ago when PHS 
principal Charles Og-
dan fi rst put the chal-

lenge out to the staff. 
     “I did not know 
anything about it at the 
time and never tried to 

grow a beard 
so I thought ‘why not?’ 
The money raised by 

the participants goes 
to a good cause,” said 
Tucker. “Now it has 
become an annual 

tradition.”
     Tucker has friends 

and family members 
that have had to deal 
with the challenges of 
having cancer. 

     “This is a 
way to bring 
attention to one 
form of cancer 
and it is a sim-
ple way to start 
a conversation 
and raise funds 
for research,” 
said Tucker. 
     It’s some-
what bitter 
sweet when 
the time comes 
to shave off 

the beard. The staff 
that participate seem 
to grow fond of their 

facial fuzz.
     “This year I shaved 
at the end of Novem-
ber but decided to let 
it grow again and may 
keep up until Easter (if 
my skin can take it),” 
said Tucker. 
     Some PHS teachers 
joined just as a fun 
challenge, not know-
ing the true meaning 
behind the fundraising 
event. Among these 
teachers is Andrew 
Bridges, an engineering 
teacher here at PHS.
    
(See No Shave
page 7)

A “Hairy” Situation Ashlyn Reminga
Editor-in Chief

“Millions of us don’t 
want to move backward 
on the human rights 
progress we’ve made in 
the past 50 years.”
     Michael Fielder, PHS 

English Teacher, at-
tended the march with 
fellow teacher, Kate 
Lampe.
     “It allowed for me 
to see and hear other 
people’s perspective on 
issues facing America 
today.  I’m not certain 
I agreed with all the 

statements made, but 
it gave me some more 
information to think 
about so that I can 
make decisions for my-
self,” said Fielder.

     
“I found it incredibly 
inspiring and moving 
to be a part of such a 
large, peaceful move-
ment of people trying 
to facilitate change,” 
said Lampe.
     According to the 
website Vox.com, 
marches took place 

in over 500 U.S. cities 
and the numbers of 
protesters may actually 
be closer to 3.3 million 
people. Political scien-
tists say they think we 
may have witnessed the 
largest day of demon-
strations in American 
history. 
     A diverse group of 
people came together 
and marched for 
many di� erent 
reasons. En-
glish teacher, 
Megan Debor-
de, believes it’s 
important for 
everyone’s voice 
to be heard. 
     “Being in-
volved with the 
Women’s March 
was important 
to me because 
it made me feel 
grounded, in-
spired, and mo-
tivated to pro-
tect and � ght 
for the rights of women 
and minorities amid 
an uncertain political 

future,” said Deborde. 
“I think events like this 
are important because 
they’re an opportunity 
to actively engage in 
democracy.” 
     March participants 
hope that their message 
is heard beyond the 
boundaries of our city 
and goes global.
     “� e importance was 

to communicate to the 
President, to the rest of 
our leaders, and espe-

cially to the world, that 
Donald Trump is not 
America, at least not all 
of it,” said Pogue. 
     Lampe is concerned 
with both policy and 
human rights and felt it 
was an appropriate ven-
ue for people to voice 
their concerns.
     “� ere are a lot of 
policy changes--both 

those that have 
been proposed, 
and those that 
are starting 
to be put into 
place--that I 
� nd alarming 
and strongly 
disagree with,” 
said Lampe. 
“As a woman, 
I don’t want to 
be demoted to 
a second-class 
citizen in this 
country, nor do 
I want to see the 
same happen to 
my immigrant, 

disabled, LGBTQ, and/
or minority friends and 
students.”  

(LOCAL POLITICS continued from page 3)

Pogue takes a stand

  Lampe snaps a selfi e during march

Furry PHS Staff Members

Angel Gazaway
 Reporter
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Many people know the 
basics of poetry, from 
the three-lined Haiku 
to the precise rhyme 
schemes of a Shake-
spearean Sonnet.  But 
many don’t realize 
the depths that 
poetry can reach 
in the lives of high 
school students. 
     Performance 
Poetry originated 
around eight years 
ago as an English 
based elective at 
Princeton High 
School (PHS). 
Cheryl Adams, 
PHS English 
teacher, was one 
of the fi rst to teach 
the class.
     “At one point 
the English de-
partment decided 
to change the year long 
English courses for 11 
and 12 to electives,” 
said Adams. “And as 
English teachers we 
were allowed to create 
or suggest electives that 
we thought we’d like to 
teach, or that the kids 
might like.” 
     Adams has been 
known as the perfor-
mance poetry teacher 
for a while, but the 
class has an origin that 
most people aren’t 

aware of. 
     “I’d like to say that 
I created Performance 
Poetry but I didn’t, it 
was actually a teacher 
by the name of Chris-

tian Coppess, 
who doesn’t work here 
anymore. I happened to 
be lucky enough in the 
very fi rst year to teach 
it along with her,” said 
Adams. “[When] she 
ended up not teach-
ing it anymore and I 
continued to, I became 
associated with the 
class and I’m the only 
one who’s taught it 
since then.”
     The class has more 
perks to it than simply 

learning poetry. It also 
consists of a perform-
ing aspect, the students 
learn skills that apply 
to presenting in front 
of people, which helps 

improve their abilities 
within other classes.
     “Ultimately the class 
is [taught] with the 
intent of teaching kids 
presentation skills. It 
falls under the oral En-
glish classes so whether 
it be debate, speech, 
or performance poet-
ry, the goal is to give 
high school students 
opportunities to speak 
in front of an audience 
and learn all of the 

skills such as volume, 
eye contact, clarity, and 
pacing. Performance 
Poetry just happens to 
be geared towards kids 
who say, ‘I’d like to use 

the gear of poetry to 
learn those presentation 
skills,’” said Adams. 
     Performance Poetry 
gives students a chance 
to express themselves, 
using poetry as a way 
to communicate their 
feelings and emotions 
in a unique manner. Tia 
Evans, PHS Junior, be-
lieves the class requires 
a special bond in order 
to put true real feelings 
into the poetry and the 
performance.

     “You gotta build a 
family, you wanna feel 
comfortable in that 
class,” said Evans. 
     Adams commented 
on the advantages that 
the atmosphere of the 
class can have on the 
students. It compels 
them to feel open with-
in the class, and make 
the students feel safe.
     “Number one, they 
get a voice. I mean the 
class is almost thera-
peutic for some people 
because they really 
share and talk about 
some things that they 
never would have in 
other circumstances,” 
said Adams. “They 
feel that it’s a very safe 
environment, they feel 
respected, we do try to 
build a real community 
in there.” 
     Performance Poetry 
is the perfect choice 
for a student craving 
a unique elective. 
Besides the chance 
of improvement on 
presentation skills, the 
class provides a safe 
haven for many stu-
dents. If you’re craving 
a twist on learning 
speech skills, Perfor-
mance Poetry just may 
be for you!

Iyana Helton  ReporterPoetry in Motion

Evans delivers a powerful poem

BRIEFLY

       2010 Prince-
ton High School 
(PHS) graduate 
and Viking Foot-
ball star, Spencer 
Ware, is at it again.  
Ware is currently 
playing profession-
al football with the 
Kansas City Chiefs. He 
was just chosen by fans 

as the 2016 VIZIO Top 
Value Performer in the 

league. Ware’s football 
career just keeps getting 

better. He went from 
being a top Viking ath-

lete to starring 
at Louisiana 
State Univer-
sity. Ware was 
dra� ed by the 
Seattle Sea-
hawks in the 
sixth round of 
the 2013 NFL 

dra�  and now wears 
number 32 as a running 

back for the Chiefs. 
Princeton is excited to 
see what is next for this 
talented Viking.

� e Princeton Pride 
Gala “Around the 
World 2017” is hap-
pening on Saturday, 
February 25, from 6:00-
11:00 p.m.  Held at the 

Sharonville Convention 
Center the event will 
feature silent auction 
bidding, a live action, 
food, and dancing. � e 
funds earned bene� t 
the Princeton Educa-
tion Foundation.  Get 
tickets at:  www.princ-
etoneducationfounda-
tion.org.

WARE GETS AWARD

GALA
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     Bowling has become 
a popular pastime, not 
only at Princeton High 
School (PHS), but the 
sport itself has evolved 
dramatically. It owes its 
popularity to being able 
to play both casually 
and competitively.  
     Bowlers at PHS 
are working to build 
a strong program that 
gets recognition on a 
level with other GMC 
sports. Many individu-
als do not see bowling 
as a competitive sport, 
but it certainly is. Most 
people bowl for fun and 
enjoyment, but bowlers 
at PHS take bowling as 
seriously as any other 
sport. 
     Like any other sport, 
if you are good enough 
to go pro, there are 
many college schol-
arships that you can 
obtain by being a tal-
ented bowler. If you are 
skilled, you can turn 
bowling into a profes-
sional career. If you are 
wondering how much 
those players make a 
year, it is a reasonable 
salary. According to 
priceeconomics.com, 
300 bowlers who com-
peted in the Profession-
al Bowling Association 

(PBA) events during 
the 2012-2013 season, 
a select few did surpris-
ingly well. The average 
yearly salary of the top 
10 competitors was 
just below $155,000, 
with Sean 
Rash topping 
the list at 
$248,317. 
     Brett 
Simmons, 
a Junior at 
PHS, likes 
participating 
in the sport at 
this level.
     “I bowl 
competitively 
because I 
want to,” said 
Simmons. “I 
love 
to 
prac-
tice and compete, and 
I show up because I 
really enjoy it and want 
to improve. I want to be 
able to see my bowling 
average increase every 
year I bowl and be able 
to say I did my best.”
     Simmons turns it 
up a notch when his 
teammates need him 
the most.
     “I try to stay fo-
cused when it matters 
and perform to the best 

of my abilities. In prac-
tice I stay a little more 
lighthearted, but when 
it comes to match time 
I know to be serious,” 
said Simmons. “Bowl-
ing is a team sport, but 

it relies heavily on the 
individuals of the team 
to perform.”
     Jordan Carlson, 
senior bowler for PHS, 
enjoys bowling and 
brings leadership to the 
team.
     “I bowl competitive-
ly because I love the 
sport,” said Carlson. 
“I basically grew up 
in the bowling alleys 
during the week and the 
weekends, and today, 

I still live in bowling 
alleys. I love making 
new friends, and the 
friendships last a long 
time.”
     Carlson has seen 
that most students 

really get into 
bowling once 
they give it a 
try.
     “I think 
Princeton 
students are 
interested in 
bowling as a 
sport because 
most of them 
want their 
gym credits 
and later on 
down the 
road, when 

they 
actually 
start 

to bowl, they end up 
loving it.”
     PHS junior, Erika 
Langford, was a former 
bowler until an injury 
plagued her season. She 
bowled for 1 ½ years.
     “Bowling is differ-
ent because most sports 
require you to be physi-
cally fi t, but with bowl-
ing it’s different,” said 
Langford. “You don’t 
have to do [strenuous] 
exercises like jogging, 

running, etc. But you 
do have to have a good 
technique.”
     Langford also ex-
plains how your form 
must be just as great as 
your technique.
     “When you bowl, 
you have to know when 
to fl ick your thumb and 
where to place your 
fi ngers. You also have 
to know when to move 
your feet.”
      Bowling is a sport 
that is gaining pop-
ularity in the GMC. 
Although bowling is 
not as popular as some 
sports at PHS, it is 
extremely competitive 
and a great sport to be 
part of. If you have 
time, please go support 
the PHS bowling team-

-Strike!!!!!

No ‘Gutters’ Here Justin Bauer 
Reporter

Bowling team members 2016
Brett Simmons (left), Alan Brockman, Garry Wilson  (coach)

     There’s more to 
indoor track than 
just athletes running 
around in circles. It 
demands hard work, 
dedication, and a pas-
sion for the sport. 
     The indoor track 
track season starts 
at the beginning of 
January-- it trains 
athletes mentally and 
physically for out-
door track.
     There are many 

differences between 
indoor and outdoor 
track other than just 
the venue. 
There are 
different 
goal sets 
and the 
meets are 
run differ-
ently. Mi-
chael Stall-
ings, teacher 
and track coach here 
at Princeton High 

School (PHS), makes 
athletes push them-
selves to the limit 

and work hard to 
improve. 

     “The difference 
between indoor and 
outdoor track is that 

indoor track is 
geared towards 
teaching, 
whereas during 
outdoor track 
we’re ready to 
get going,” said 
Stallings. “A lot 
of our kids are 
newer to sports 

so it gives us time to 
develop the technique 

and build up their en-
durance so that they 
are able to effi ciently 
run outdoor.”  
     Being part of 
indoor track includes 
workout routines to 
get you in shape for 
a meet as well as for 
athletes to improve 
their stamina and oth-
er skills they need

(See Running
 page 10)

Running in Circles Ivan Johnson-Ruff  Reporter
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     What would it be 
like to have to live in 
two worlds? What if 
every day as you left 
your house to walk 
to the bus stop you 
had to fl ip an internal 
switch? Language, 
customs, manner-
isms--all needed to 
be turned to another 
channel. This is what 
life is like for a group 
of students at Princ-
eton High School 
(PHS). Their 
family life is very 
different from the 
world they inhabit 
within the school 
walls. 
     Thao Tran, 
PHS freshman, 
immigrated from 
Vietnam with her 
family in 2007. The 
Vietnamese culture 
is very strong in 
her household but 
at times may be a 
stumbling block.
     “It’s hard com-
municating with my 
parents, they only 

speak basic English. 
It’s hard for me to ex-
plain myself [when] I 
can’t fi nd the correct 
word to express what 
I’m feeling,” said 
Tran.“I usually 

have to do everything 
related to English for 

them.”
     To learn English, 
Tran got help 
from school, 
her cousins, and 
through pure 

determina-
tion--studying 
hard and 
making it a 
priority. She 
was able 
to be-

come fl uent in only 
half a year. 
Although, 
even today, 
Tran, will 
accidently 
switch from 
English to 
Vietnam-
ese without 
realizing 
it. She is 
grateful for 
the lessons 
her cousins 
gave her. 
Now Tran 
can help 

other Vietnam-
ese people wanting to 
learn English or the 

other way around.
     “I now have a 

cousin who is marry-
ing an African-Amer-
ican who is trying 
to adapt to the Viet-
namese culture and 
language,” said Tran. 
“It’s interesting to see 
what I went through 
and know that I can 
help him understand 
more.”
     Tran has been to 
Vietnam three times 
since leaving, so she 
has gotten to really 
embrace her culture. 
The differences be-
tween American and 
Vietnamese foods 
really struck her. 
     “Foods in the U.S 

are so much fatter 
and sweeter, in Viet-

nam there is rice 
and several side 
dishes,” said Tran. 
“I can’t pack what 
I want to eat [tra-
ditional Vietnam-
ese food] because 
I am judged.”
      Marjona 
Soledjanova, PHS 
freshman, is from 

Uzbekistan. She 
arrived in the United 
States at age 7, when 
her family immi-
grated here 2008. 
Soledjanova learned 
English pretty quick-
ly through school. 
But being fl uent 
sometimes puts an 
extra burden on her 
shoulders.
     “Sometimes I 
have to translate and 
do paperwork for my 
parents,” said Soled-
janova.
     
(See Two Worlds 
page 9)

Living in Two Worlds Ravyn Williams  Reporter

     Bridges knows 
that No Shave No-
vember can be a way 
to ease the emotional 
conversations that 
come along with 
talking about the 
touchy subject of 
cancer.
     “It [also] is a great 
opportunity to let the 
dreaded neck-beard 
get all crazy and 
nasty, and [give] the 
money I’d normally 

use on shaving cream 
and razors to can-
cer research,” said 

Bridges.
     Michael Bruening, 
a science teacher at 
PHS, views experi-
ence as a way to raise 

money by simply not 
shaving for a few 
weeks. This is his 

third year participat-
ing in the event.  
     “No Shave No-
vember has been a 
great cause nation-

wide that has raised a 
lot of money towards 
cancer research,” said 

Bruening. 
“This is a 
way for us 
to bring 
awareness 
to cancers 
that are not 

always talked about 
publicly since they 
tend to be more of a 
private nature.”
     Princeton High 

School is 
proud to be home to 
a staff that is will-
ing to step-up and 
do their part for the 
larger community.  
     “It is also a great 
thing when you see 
so many males on the 
staff joining together 
for a good cause,” 
said Bruening.
     This is an exam-
ple of what the Vike 
Nation is all about.  

(No Shave continued from page 4)

Tran and her family

tion--studying 
hard and 
making it a 
priority. She 
was able 
to be-
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“Culture Club” Nurani Andrus

Editor-in-Chief
     Culture is one of the 
pivotal parts of a commu-
nity; our culture defi nes 
who we are and what 
we do. The culture at a 
high school involves all 
the in’s and out’s of the 
classrooms and hallways. 
Princeton High School 
(PHS) has a whole 
team of teachers de-
voted to its culture.
     The high school 
Culture Team is a 
group of 19 teachers 
from every depart-
ment at PHS who 
meet once a 
month to make 
sure that PHS’s 
culture is great for both 
students and teachers.
     Becky Heckman, PHS 
Science Teacher, is one 
of the people in charge of 
the culture team.
     “It’s a chance for 
teachers to get some lead-
ership activity that they 
don’t get because they’re 
not department chairs,” 
said Heckman. “We 

discuss the culture of the 
school; what do the halls 
feel like, what does the 
cafeteria feel like, how do 
our classrooms feel? [It’s] 
the things you hear Mr. 
Ogdan talk about on the 
announcements, do we 
have a growth mindset?”

     The culture team also 
takes the input of students 
to help make the deci-
sions that help our school.
     “When Mr. Ogdan 
sends out the Google 
forms, those are things 
that he shares data from 
with us  at the culture 
team meetings so that 
we can also get your 
perspective as well,” said 

Heckman, referring to the 
surveys that are often on 
the students’ vikingmail.
     Lonnie Dusch, PHS 
Chemistry Teacher, loves 
to work with the Culture 
Team.
     “I’m looking forward 
to [helping] teachers 
fi nd better ways to 
work with students, 
to collaboratively de-
veloping the rules and 
procedures that make 
PHS run smoothly, 
and to keep trying to 
make PHS a better 
place for the students 
and staff,” said Dusch. 
“It’s corny, but it’s good 

to know that I- and the 
other members of culture 
team- can make a differ-
ence on a larger scale than 
just in our classrooms.”
     Amanda Setters, PHS 
History Teacher, is a 
prominent member of the 
Culture Team.
     “There’s two parts of 
[Culture Team],” said 
Setters. “The Culture 

Team itself 
meets and we talk about 
issues that have been 
brought to us, we make 
decisions about processes, 
procedures, [and] rules. 
But then a couple times 
during the year we meet 

with a smaller group; 
each culture team member 
leads a small group.”
     Since Culture Team is 
about the in’s and out’s of 
the school, it takes input 
from every part of it.
     “Every teacher in 
the building is assigned 
a group,” said Setters. 
“Each Culture Team 
member has a small group 
that they work with.”
     The groups led by the 
Culture Team members 

collect data that they 
then bring back into the 
large group to discuss 
what PHS needs. Since 
different classrooms have 
different needs and the 
needs of the school are al-
ways changing, the rules 
the culture team decides 
are best for the students 
need to be evaluated and 
reconsidered on a regular 
basis. 
     “We don’t try to make 
incredibly specifi c rules 
that can’t be modifi ed,” 
said Setters. “That’s part 
of the reason why we 
have all different people.”
     If the culture of a 
school is strong, then the 
students of the school will 
be strong. Culture Team 
strives to fi nd ways to 
make our school hallways 
and classrooms safe and 
a great environment for 
learning.  We’re lucky 
to have such a dedicated 
team working to make the 
Viking Nation the best it 
can be!

     Pencils, folders, 
binders, and rulers. 
These are the basic 
necessities needed for 
an average school year, 
but put yourself in the 
shoes of someone not 
fortunate enough to 
acquire the supplies, 
what options would 
you have?
     The Princeton Clos-
et is a donation closet 
operated by Princeton 
District that exists for 
the sole purpose of giv-

ing school age children 
the proper supplies to 
get through a school 
year.
     Besides supplying 
the necessities for a 
simple school year, the 
Princeton Closet pro-
vides clothing and food 
as well. Susan Wyder, 
Princeton Board Presi-
dent, is the operator of 
the Princeton Closet. 
She distributes many 
supplies to students that 
need an extra hand.

     “The Princeton 
Closet provides 
clothes, shoes, 
socks, underwear. 
And also back-
packs and school 
supplies, as well 
as food,” said 
Wyder. “We have 
a signifi cant num-
ber of unfortunate 
families that can’t 

get what they 
need.” 
     Whether it’s 
money, clothes, 
or simply school 
supplies, dona-
tions are always 
welcomed at 
the Princeton 
Closet. There 
are quite a few 
students in the 
district that need 
assistance. Con-
tributing, even 
the smallest 
amount, to the Princ-
eton Closet can make a 
large difference. 
     “We get support 
from taxes. Parents and 
staff help, too. We do 
take donations and de-
liveries, no matter what 
it is, even the smallest 
thing helps out,” said 
Wyder. 
     The ‘closet’ started 

out just that, a closet. It 
grew after a few years 
of helping kids out, 
expanding into a full 
room full of supplies 
and clothes at the 
Princeton Administra-
tion Building.
     “It’s located down-
stairs at the Princeton 
Administration Build-

ing, it’s about 
the size of two 
classrooms and 
it’s organized by 
clothes, sup-
plies, and such,” 
said Wyder.
     If you or a 
fellow student 
is struggling to 
get the basic 
necessities to 
be successful in 
school, contact 
the administra-
tion building to 

fi nd out how to take 
advantage of the Princ-
eton Closet.

Princeton 
Closet
(513) 864-1000

Princeton Closet Iyana Helton
Reporter

Wyder with Closet volunteers

Backpacks & Earbuds are culture 
team concerns
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(TWO WORLDS continued) 

     

Being able to communicate with 
friends that speak her native lan-
guage, Tajik, and understands 
her customs 

makes Soledjanova 
feel more comfortable. She fi nds it 
diffi cult to share her culture with 
many of her classmates.
     

“I only talk to 
my friends who 
also speak the 
same language 
on social media,” 
said Soledjano-
va. “I share my 
customs with 
people if they 
speak Tajik, but 
not if they only 
speak English.” 
     Globally, 
Spanish is the 
second most 
spoken language 
after Mandarin. 
The language has 
over 400 million 

native speakers and is the offi cial 
language of 21 countries. Mayco 
Gonzales, PHS Junior, is one of 
those native speakers.
     Gonzales was born in Mexico and 
moved to the U.S at a young age. She 
strongly embraces her Latino heri-
tage. 
     “I do share my customs with my 
friends. When I walk out the door I 
do not leave my culture, I learn how 
to deal with both,” said Gonzales.
     Gonzales is the only one in her 

family that speaks English fl uently. 
At times it is hard for her, since she 
often has to translate for her parents.
       So when you are in class with 
a fellow Viking that “lives in two 

worlds,” take the time and ask 
them about their heritage. We are 
one big melting pot and need to 
appreciate the fl avors that make 
up our PHS population. 

Soledjanova’s extended family in Uzbekistan

Ravyn Williams  
Reporter

guage, Tajik, and understands 

     “I do share my customs with my 

do not leave my culture, I learn how 
to deal with both,” said Gonzales.
     Gonzales is the only one in her 

Soledjanova’s brother, Diyorjon at the city center 
in Uzbekistan

Gonzales as a toddler in Mexico

Gonzales and her mother in Mexico
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for the events each 
student runs. Athletes 
compete by running 
local track meets, and 
going to Ohio State 
University (OSU) 
meets.
     “Everything goes 
in phases with track, 
so your fi rst phase, is 
getting kids in shape, 
getting them used to 
running not giving 
them too much, but 
giving them enough so 
they can build up their 
endurance,” said Stall-
ings. “It helps them get 
into that right mindset.”
     The players appre-
ciate the benefi ts of the 
tough work outs. Kayla 
Gentry-Dubose, PHS 

sophomore and mem-
ber of the track team, 
sees the benefi ts of 

tough 
training.
     “The workout rou-
tines are nice and hard 
sometimes, but they 
help us get better,” said 
Gentry-DuBose. “All 
of this helps get the 

team ready for spring 
outdoor track. If you 
don’t participate in the 

indoor season, you may 
not be as strong.”
   Most of the athletes 
on the track team love 
track; whether it be 
indoor or outdoor track 
the athletes have a love 

of running and enjoy 
creating bonds with 
other teammates. 

Indoor track takes 
hard work and 
dedication. 
     “I like track be-
cause it’s a lot of 
fun and my team-
mates are like my 
family,” said Gen-
try-DuBose.“They 
support me and 
keep me moving 
forward.”

     Faith Walker, a 
sophomore and a track 
team member at PHS, 
expressed how much 
she likes track.
     “[I have] been 
running my whole life, 
[and] it runs in the fam-

ily,” said Walker.
    Indoor track is no 
joke. This isn’t like the 
occasional weekend 
jog at the local YMCA. 
The members of the 
indoor track team at 
PHS work hard and 
their efforts pay off at 
the fi nish line. 
     The outdoor season 
is right around the cor-
ner. Check the Princ-
eton website for meet 
times and come cheer 
on the Vikes as they 
race to victory!
 

Ivana Johnson-Ruff 
Reporter

(RUNNING continued from page 6)

Vikes compete at indoor meet

Odin’s Word 
advisor, Judy Kelly, 
counts herself as one 
of those 10 million. 
She has hiked in the 
park with her fami-
ly every fall for the 
last 14 years. Her 10 
year old son is now a 
“pro” and went on his 
fi rst “hike” when he 
was only 2 ½ months 
old.
     “My fi rst hike in 
the Smoky’s was to 
the crest of Chimney 
Tops,” said Kelly. 
“I have so 
many great 
memories 
of that day. 
It hurt my 
heart when 
I found out 
that Chim-
ney Tops is 
where the 
fi res were 
intentionally 

set by the two kids.”
     Editor-in-Chief, 

Nurani Andrus, loves 
to hike and has a goal 

to visit the 
Smoky’s. 
He be-
lieves that 
justice 
needs to 
be served 
by the two 
teenagers 
that started 

the fi re.
     “14 peo-

ple died in that fi re. 
When I hear people’s 
stories 
about what 
happened 
that day, I 
can’t help 
but think 
of how 
terrifying it 
must have 
been,” said 
Andrus. 
“Children 
lost their 
parents, 
husbands 
lost their 
wives; these are the 
kind of thing that scar 
people. No one will 
forget about Gatlin-
burg for a long time.”
     For anyone who 
has ever visited Gat-
linburg and enjoyed 
all the fun, touristy 
actities or hiked in 
the beauty of the 

Smoky Mountain 
National Park, or 

maybe got married at 
a quaint chapel, the 
wildfi re disaster that 
devastated this area 
became personal. The 
images shown on 
television and online 
will be burned into 
our memories 
forever.

(TRAGEDY continued from page 1)

Chimney Tops--location where fi res started

Bauer’s parents on wedding day

Burned-out cabins fi ll the mountains

Erika Langford & Odin’s Word Staff
Reporters
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      Vocabulary.com 
defi nes memory de-
vice as “a device that 
preserves informa-
tion for retrieval.” 
     Princeton High 
School (PHS) 
teachers have many 
different ways of 
teaching and having 
students memorize 
what is important 
for upcoming tests. 
Jim O’Connor, PHS 
AP Human Geogra-
phy teacher, uses 
different learn-
ing techniques 
that he refers to as 
“memory devices.” 
     “I’ve used mem-
ory devices for a 
while now, it helps 
the students engage 
[with] and understand 
more of what [I’m] 
teaching. They’ll re-
member them [mem-
ory devices] while 
they are testing and 
it helps them pass 
the AP (advanced 

placement) test,” said 
O’Connor.
     The students in 

O’Connor’s  AP Hu-
man Geography class 
enjoy using memory 
devices as they learn 
the diffi cult content 
involved with the 
class.
     “I like using 
memory devices, it 
makes me understand 
the hard words that 
I typically wouldn’t 
understand,”  said 
Emanuel Floyd, PHS 

Sophomore.
     O’Connors stu-
dents actually came 

up with a 
handshake 
to represent 
the memory 
devices.  It 
seemed kind 
of silly at 
fi rst, but the 
true value 
was soon 
seen by the 
class.

     “It 
started 
with us 

copying Mr. O’Con-
nor, and thinking of 
it as a joke. But then 
we realized this is 
actually useful and 
the questions on the 
test revolve around 
his memory devices,” 
said Yesenia Corona, 
PHS Sophomore.
     Psychcentral.com 
explains that memory 
devices are nothing 
new. Mnemonic 

(memory) devices are 
very old, with some 
dating back to ancient 
Greek times. Memo-
ry devices are tech-
niques to help your 

brain better encode 
and recall important 
information. 
     The question is, 
should more teachers 
use memory devices 
in their classrooms? 

It seems to be work-
ing for Mr. O’Con-
nor’s classes. 
     “I think that all 
teachers should use 
memory devices 

[because] 
it will 
help their 
students 
engage 
more and 
want to 
learn. If 
all of my 
teach-
ers did 
memory 
devices 
I would 
pay 
attention 
more and 

really 
un-

derstand what I’ve 
learned, plus [apply] 
it to the tests,” said 
Courtneigh Lykins, 
PHS Sophomore. 

Memory device handshake

Memories... Angel Gazaway
Reporter

O’Connor teaching memory devices

Odin’s Word recent-
ly conducted a survey 
to see what stories 
you want to see in the 
newspaper. We polled 
80 students, across all 
grade levels to get their 
opinions.  Here’s how it 
breaks down:  

This edition we hit every one of those topics, except recipes.  Stay tuned for upcoming 
editions, when we’ll start an ongoing segment about delicious healthy dishes you can pack 

for lunch.
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Original 
Artwork 
by Iyana 
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