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Early Graduates
Bridgette McCammon
Reporter

Every year, a handful of 
students take the op-
portunity to graduate 

early. Princeton and Ohio’s 
requirements for graduating 
early are to have 21 credits, 
as any student graduating 
should, but in seven semes-
ters. With some careful plan-
ning, some students at Princ-
eton High School are able to 
pull it off.
John Beischel, college and ca-

reer counselor is able to help 
these students achieve this 
goal. He believes that students 
graduating early are ready to 
leave school.
“[One reason is] I think peo-

ple are ready to go ahead on 
and start college in the spring 
time. Another is, they want to 
work full time to make more 
money for school or for them-
selves. Some people are just 
tired of school,” said Beischel.
Beischel is more concerned 

about the student knowing if 

they are ready and what they 
want.
“The main thing for any 

counselor is to be sure that 
the student knows what he or 
she knows what they need to 
graduate. It is rarely our rec-
ommendation. 99 percent of 
the time, it is students who 
want to do this,” said Beischel.
Beischel says that students 

have to carefully plan out their 
early graduation.
“Most of them have been 

planning this for more than a 
year. If you took seven cred-
its a year for three years, you 
would have 21 credits. You 
would have to be really spe-
cific in class choices,” said 
Beischel.
Beischel says that there are 

other perks to graduating ear-
ly.
“Some students use it as a 

part of their college essays. It’s 
really a compliment to a stu-
dent,” said Beischel.
Miracle Evans, senior, just 

graduated from Princeton 
High School in January. Evans 
had responsibilities at home 

that influenced her decision. 
“I decided to do early grad 

because I work and, also, help 
take care of my mom and I 
am needed around the house. 
I also spend time focusing 
on college applications and 
things like that,” said Evans.
Evans had to take certain 

steps to graduate early.
“The only big things were 

making sure that I had all my 
required classes completed 
and filling out a few pieces of 
paperwork stating that you 
had a job or you’re looking for 
one and that you have filled 
out applications for college or 
some types of trade…basical-
ly proving you won’t just be 
at home doing nothing every 
day,” said Evans.
Evans decided in her senior 

year to graduate early.
“I did not decide to do ear-

ly grad until about a month 
before winter break, realiz-
ing that I had so much on my 
plate, it would be best for me to 
be done with high school and 
proceed into the next chapter 
of my life,” said Evans.
Graduating early from Princ-

eton High School, for Evans, 
had some benefits and down 
sides. 

“I felt great. I was excited 
about doing [it], but when 
school started back up after 
break I was surprised at the 

fact I had the urge to want 
to go back. I most definitely 
miss high school and all my 
friends,” said Evans.

On April 4, 1968 Martin 
Luther King Jr. was 
assassinated at the 

Lorraine Motel in Memphis, 
Tennessee. MLK was more 
than just an average man. He 
changed the course of history 
for the American people. Due 
to his “dream,” the United 
States created a 
special hol-
iday just 
for him.
Months 

a f t e r 
K i n g ’ s 
d e a t h , 

MLK: the history 
behind the holiday
Justin Harmon
Reporter

Congressman John Conyers 
Jr., from Michigan, created the 
first legislation to make his 
birthday a national holiday. At 
this time, the King Memorial 
Center in Atlanta, Georgia had 
just been built and they decid-
ed to recognize his birthday in 
January of 1969. Some states, 
including Illinois, Massachu-
setts and Connecticut, had 
passed a state law making it a 
holiday. King’s wife, Coretta, 
continued to push the legis-
lation of making his birthday 
a holiday. She testified before 
joint hearings of Congress 
and organized a nationwide 
lobby to support the bill. 

In November of 1979, Co-
nyers King Holiday bill was 
defeated in the House by 
just five votes. Coretta con-

tinued her fight for approval 
of a national holiday 

by testifying be-
fore Congress 
several more 
times and 
gaining the 
help of gov-
ernors, may-

ors and 
c i t y 

council members across the 
nation to make the passage 
of a King Holiday bill part of 
their agenda. Singer Stevie 
Wonder became a prominent 
proponent and released the 
song "Happy Birthday” ded-
icated to King in 1980, which 
really helped the movement of 
passing the bill. 
Coretta, with the help of Won-

der, went on to present a sec-
ond petition to Congress that 
contained 6 million signatures 
of support. Their work paid 
off when the House passed the 
bill with a vote of 338 to 90. 
Although the House of Repre-
sentatives passed it, it still had 
to be sent through the Senate. 
Republican Senators John P. 
East and Jesse Helms of North 
Carolina led an opposition 
campaign where some Repub-
licans attempted to emphasize 
King's associations with com-
munists and his alleged sexu-
al dalliances as reasons not to 
honor him with a federal hol-
iday. Their assumptions were 
turned down and they were 
declared “filth.” In 1983, Pres-
ident Ronald Reagan signed 
the bill into law that his birth-
day was to be recognized on 
the third Monday of January 
starting in 1986.

All information gathered from 
www.time.com.
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Martin Luther King, Jr. had a dream of equality. He had a dream that 
blacks and whites could live in harmony. Although he was assassinated, 
his dream was not.

Q
A&
with

Mr. Fritz
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Q: How did you fall during the students vs. teachers basket-
ball game?

A: My achilles decided to disattach itself from my ankle. I grabbed a 
rebound, took a step with my left foot and felt my tendon tear away 
from my ankle bone.

Mr. Fritz, a math teacher and cross country coach, was a part 
of the students vs. teacher basketball game at the winter pep 
rally. He injured himself during the game, but not everyone 
knows why.

Q: What exactly is your injury?

A: It’s a torn achilles tendon. It’s a complete tear. [It will take] at 
least 8 to 10 weeks [to recover.]

Q: What was going through your mind when you were laying 
there on the ground?

A: There was more frustration knowing that it would be 
3 or 4 months before I could start running...I knew I was 
done walking for a while.

Q: Did you realize at first how seriously you were injured?

A: I knew instantly what is was.
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