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Students opt out of their
“traditional” senior year

Po s t - S e c o n d a r y 
Education en-
ables qualified 

high school students to 
take college courses in 
which they can earn both 
high school and college 
credits.
University of Cincin-

nati Blue Ash (formally 
Raymond Walters Col-
lege) offers Post-Second-
ary Education to Princ-
eton High School (PHS) 
students along with stu-
dents from 30 other high 
schools in the Cincinnati 
area.
Many PHS students 

take college classes at 
UC Blue Ash to help bet-
ter themselves for the 
future.
Tiana Gorrasi, senior, is 

taking Post-Secondary 
Classes at UC Blue Ash. 
She is currently taking 
College Algebra, Amer-
ican Politics, English 
1001, and Psychology.  
“I felt like Post-Second-

ary was the best for me,” 
said Gorrasi. “It’s harder 
than normal high school 
but it benefited me be-
cause I got to get out of 
Princeton and meet new 
people.”
Pamela Bauer, coordi-

nator at UC Blue Ash, ex-
plains the many reasons 
why students may want 
to take Post-Secondary 
classes.
“Many people like be-
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ing able 
to get a 
jump-start 
on accumu-
lating col-
lege classes 
while still 
in high 
school and 
to save 
m o n e y 
since tu-
ition and 
books are 
paid for 
if the stu-
dent is in 
[Post-Sec-
ondary Ed-
ucation]. In 
a d d i t i o n , 
it demys-
tifies the college experi-
ence, and students have 
a better understanding 
of the expectations and 
the processes of the at-
tending college.  Many 
students like the cam-
pus atmosphere where 
students attend because 
they want to attend and 
learn rather than com-
pulsory education,” said 
Bauer.
Students can earn up to 

15 credits by taking ad-
vantage of Post-Second-
ary Education, which is 
beneficial when looking 
to save money for college 
and to graduate early.
Cory Petersman, 

freshman at The Ohio 
State University, took 

P o s t - S e c -
o n d a r y 
classes his 
senior year 
at PHS. 
He bene-
fited from 
P o s t - S e c -
o n d a r y 
Education 
in many 
ways.
“Post-Sec-

o n d a r y 
Education 
benef i ted 
me in the 
fact that 
it showed 
me what a 
real college 

Seniors at Prince-
ton High School 
(PHS) strive to get 

the best out of their last 
high school year by par-
ticipating in half days. 
Half days are available 
to high school seniors at 
PHS who have a steady 
job and have all their re-
quired credits to gradu-
ate. 
Half Days benefit stu-

dents who are looking to 
earn money for college 
or a career after graduat-
ing high school. 
Kara Koch, senior, 

works at Panera. Be-
cause Koch takes part in 
Half days she can now 
work full time at Panera. 
‘I’m saving up for my 

own apartment,” said 
Koch. 
Koch admits that there 

are some disadvantages 
to half days. 
“I don’t know when 

some stuff is happening; 
like the pep rally. I also 
miss out on seeing my 
friends,” said Koch. 
Anna Krause, senior, 

enjoys coming to school 
now that she has half 
days. 
“I can focus on just the 

classes I need to gradu-
ate. I don’t dread coming 
to school anymore,” said 
Krause. 
There are many reasons 

why Princeton students 
can participate in half 

days, not just to work. 
“You must have a 

school approved reason 
for the half day,” said 
Mary Hudson, transition 
coordinator at Princeton. 
“Some of the reasons are 
financial (work to help 
support yourself or fam-
ily), medical (a lot of doc-
tor appointments, physi-
cal levels of endurance), 
mental/behavioral (not 
able to handle a full day 
of school) or academics 
(to attend college cours-
es.)” 
Hudson explains the 

benefits of having half 
days. 
“The benefits of a half 

day is the ability to have 
time to work (financial 
gain), attend to family 
matters, seek medical 
assistance and/or to 
take advantage of high-
er learning if attending 

c o l l e g e .  
Some stu-
dents are 
a parent 
t h e m -
selves, so 
this gives 
t h e m 
more time 
to work 
and go 
to school 
to sup-
port their 
child.  The 
buses will 
transport 
s t u d e n t s 
to their 
work if it 
is within 

classroom is like and let 
me know what to expect. 
It also gave me free col-
lege credit, in turn sav-
ing me a lot of money,” 
said Petersman. “It also 
prepared me for college 
in the aspects of a class-
room and how to com-
municate with profes-
sors about class.”
Petersman chose 

Post-Secondary Edu-
cation because he had 
earned all of his required 
high school credits and 
he wanted to get a head 
start on earning college 
credits. He recommends 
it for any Princeton stu-
dent.
“It is such a good way 

of transitioning into 
the college lifestyle and 
being more self-depen-
dent. It is also free! Get-
ting even a little bit of 
the college requirements 
out of the way helps a 
lot money-wise. You can 
also make new friends 
that you can relate with. 
Not to mention, it was a 
pretty fun experience for 
me,” said Petersman.

**If interested, attend the 
Curriculum Fair on Febru-
ary 21 to learn more about 
Post-Secondary Education 
and many other Princeton 
activities.**

the school district and 
275 loop,” said Hudson.
While there are many 

benefits of half days 
there are also disadvan-
tages. 
“The disadvantages can 

be the lack of social inter-
action (can be depress-
ing for a young person), 
a feeling of disconnect to 
the “Princeton Family,” 
and not as many oppor-
tunities to interact with 
positive, caring profes-
sionals to give advice 
about college, careers, 
and parenting.  It doesn’t 
mean a student does not 
get this elsewhere, but 
teachers are cheerlead-
ers for their students, so 
they can lose that pos-
itive interaction if they 
do not seek it during 
the half day they are at 
school,” said Hudson. 
Taking advantage of 

opportunities like half 
days can immensely 
benefit students, as long 
as the student is serious 
about their future.  

**If interested, attend the 
Curriculum Fair on Febru-
ary 21 to learn more about 
Half-Day Education and 
many other Princeton ac-
tivities.**
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Some students choose to particpate in half-day education so 
they can work a part time job to save up for college.


