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Santa. He is known as 
the jolly, old fellow who 
lives in the North Pole 

with elves who make toys in 
a busy workshop. Santa’s job 
is known by many. He is sup-
posed to bring joy to all the 
good children in the world by 
delivering presents on Christ-
mas Eve. But wait, it has been 
reported that Santa does not 
always deliver, and students 
at Princeton High School share 
their stories.

Leah Rutz, junior, had one of 
these experiences. Rutz was 
eleven when she received a 
rattley, basketball, chew toy. 
At the time, Rutz didn’t even 
have a dog.
“[I didn’t like] that I couldn’t 

find a very good use for it, and 
I found out what it actually 
was...I gave it to my guinea 
pig,” said Rutz. 
Sometimes in certain situa-

tions such as this one, the child 
may act like they’re happy 
when in reality they may be 
disappointed.
“I didn’t fake it. It made 

[Christmas] better because it 
was funny,” said Rutz.
Ariane Martin, fresh-

man, also received a 
“not-so-great” pres-
ent for Christmas. She 
was 14 when she re-
ceived some socks and 
pajamas.
“[They were] ugly, 

little girl socks with 
unicorns and stuff on 

them,” said Martin.
Martin’s mom had bought 

them for her, not Santa. Ariane 
tried to fake her enthusiasm.
“I just looked at my mom and 

smiled,” said Martin.
Martin was one of many who 

were not thrilled by her pres-
ent.
“It wasn’t what I asked for, 

and it was ugly,” said Martin.
Apple products are consid-

ered good presents by most. 
They come in various colors 
with various cases and many 
different features such as cam-
eras and holding many types 
of music. This wasn’t the case 
for Ashley Aragon, junior, 
who received a pink iPod 
shuffle for Christmas.
“My dad [bought the iPod,] 

but iTunes wouldn’t let me 
put music on it,” said Aragon.
Fortunately, that did not ruin 

Aragon’s Christmas.
“I got a Wii, [too,]” said Ara-

gon.
Andy Powell, freshman, has 

another story to tell. It was 
the Christmas when he was 12 
that he received a green foam 
football.
“I hadn’t seen my cousin Eri-

ca in awhile. She thought I was 
8 and got me a foam football,” 
said Powell.
Powell didn’t seem to be 

fond of his present because of 
his age.
“I ended up giving it to my 

dog,” said Powell. Unlike the 
others, Andy opened his pres-
ent when he got home so his 
cousin was not able to see his 
reaction.
Nick Minn-

ich, senior, 
r e c e i v e d 
a lump of 
coal in his 
stocking for 
Chr is tmas . 
No, it was 
not from 
Santa, but 
instead from 
M i n n i c h ’ s 

Thanks for the presents - not!
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dad as a joke.
“I really didn’t dislike it. 

I thought it was funny. My 
brothers got candy and I got...
coal,” said Minnich. 
However, Minnich returned 

the joke with a present of his 
own.
“I made a big package and 

I got a 20 pound weight in it 
and gave it to my brother,” 
said Minnich.
Whether these students de-

spised their presents or found 
a good laugh out of them, they 
have been let down by “Santa” 
one time or another.
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Santa’s middle name is “Fake”

As a child, many kids 
were led to believe 
in a man known as 

Santa Claus. He is said to 
deliver presents by sleigh, 
pulled by flying reindeer. He 
comes down chimneys and 
delivers presents under a tree 
and into stockings hung on 
the fireplace. Somehow, he is 
able to do this all in one night 
on Christmas Eve. As a child 
grows up, they usually are 
told that Santa isn’t real. 
Adi Preston, sophomore, 

discovered Santa wasn’t real 
when she was 7.
“My grandfather [told me 

Santa wasn’t real when] we 
were at his house. I got up 
early and he was setting out 
the presents. He said, ‘Just go 
back to bed, hon, Santa isn’t 
done yet. Don’t worry about 
it’,” said Preston. 
Preston didn’t understand 

that other people didn’t know 
that Santa wasn’t real.
“I was really confused and 

sad that Christmas. I didn’t 
know if my older sister knew 
so I was really secretive. I felt 
super special because I felt like 
I knew a big secret that no one 
else knew,” said Preston.
However, Adi told other kids 

that Santa wasn’t real.
“I was mad. They were like 

a year younger than me,” said 
Preston.
Alena George, sophomore, 

was afraid of Santa when she 
was younger.
“I was probably like eight. I 

just imagined a creepy old man 
coming into my house. That 
terrified me,” said George.
George’s mother told her that 

Santa wasn’t real.
“She was like ‘Alena, don’t 

be dumb. There’s no such 
thing as Santa,” said George.
George was relieved when 

she found out. 
“I was just like ‘Oh thank 

God’ and ate my cookies and 
drank my milk,” said George.
D’Marco Hamilton, fresh-

man, was told by his father. 
“I ran outside my house 

screaming ‘Why Santa? Why?’ 
and everyone came out look-

ing at me,” said Hamilton.
He said that finding out did 

ruin part of his Christmas.
“It ruined the part that I was 

making milk and cookies for 
no one,” said Hamilton.
Mia McCarey, freshman, 

found her presents.
McCarey found her presents 

while learning how to wash 
her own clothes.
 “The week or so before 

Christmas, I went in the base-
ment to wash my clothes and 
I saw presents and wrapping 
paper,” said McCarey.
She recognized the presents 

from the basement. 
“On Christmas morning, I 

recognized the wrapping pa-
per and that it said Santa and 
not from Mom,” said McCar-
ey.
Khyla Farley, freshman, was 

told by her brother.
Farley was getting ready to 

go to bed.
“I said that we had to go to 

sleep because Santa was com-
ing and he screamed that San-
ta wasn’t real,” said Farley.
Children around the world 

are told to believe in Santa 
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The movie The Polar Express accurately depicts what some children might look 
like when they find out the truth about the existance of Santa Claus. Then 
there are the kids who are relieved. Either way, Santa is an iconic figure in 
everyone’s lives whether they believe in him or not.
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It’s that time of the year when kids begin staacking up their 
wish list to send off to Santa. Some students are asking for 
Apple products like the new iPad mini or iPhone 5, but 

some students are wishing for changes in the school.
Ryan Bricking, junior, would like to see the school add a ta-

ble tennis and field hockey team. Along with Bricking, Madi-
son Taylor, sophomore, would also like to see additional sports 
teams along with other wishes.
“There needs to be a better lunch and the teachers more in-

volved with our class. And it would be cool if our school had a 
gymnastics team since there are so many gymnasts here,” said 
Taylor.

Claus. Most come to an age 
where they find out for them-
selves. Some are told by other 

people. At some point in our 
lives, everyone comes to the 
realization that Santa isn’t real.

The wishes from teachers are a bit more in-depth.
“I wish every room had windows. There needs to be climate 

control because it’s hot in one room and cold in here. I wish there 
were more bonding activities for the teachers, like a cookout or 
brunch - not just around the holidays but spread out throughout 
the year. There should be a spirit week not just for football but 
for other sports as well,” said Senora Rasnick, spanish teacher.
Different students and staff members want something differ-

ent for the school. Hopefully all their wishes come 
true with the new middle and high school complex 
that will be opening soon.
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