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The world is full of gift-
ed, talented athletes 
that shine through all 

types of sports showing their 
love and passion for their 
sport. The most common 
sports played are basketball, 
football, soccer, and baseball. 
However, bowling is recog-
nized as a sport, too.
Adeleke Ademuyewo, senior 

and four year member and last 
year’s captain of the bowling 
team, believes that bowling is 
definitely a sport.
“We have a record, unlike 

cheerleading, and we actually 
compete against other teams,” 
said Ademuyewo.
Other members of the team 

agree with Ademuyewo.
“[Bowling] does not have 

much contact and isn’t as 
popular,” said Adam Wagers, 
sophomore, “but we compete 
and there are rewards.”
Wagers has been bowling for 

over five years, has played on 
elite teams in the past and he 
has been on the varsity team 
since his freshman year.
“People think that all you 

have to do is roll a ball and hit 
some pins when in actuality 

Geordayne Twymon
Reporter

it is way more complex than 
that,” said Kyle Sellers, senior.
This year, the boys bowling 

team is a contender for state. 
Last year, the team beat Oak 
Hills, who has been number 
one in the GMC for the past 
five years.
“We are definitely underrat-

ed and overshadowed by the 
basketball team,” said Sellers. 
“We are looking for our 4th 
male member and, if we find 
him, then we will definitely be 
contenders for state this year. 
We are the forgotten sport of 
Princeton.”
Last year, the team’s record 

was 12-5 and Wagers made 
top 20 in the state.
As for the girl’s bowling 

team, it consists of mostly se-
niors who have been playing 
since their sophomore year.
Melia Watkins, senior, is ex-

cited about this year’s team.
“We’re not relying on two 

people to score. We’ve im-
proved working together as 
a team to increase the total 
score. This year, we’ve gotten 
a lot closer and there are not as 
many issues,” said Watkins.
The girl’s team has had their 

fair share of ups and downs, 
and as the seasons have 
passed, the team has gotten 
closer and matured.
“This year, our skill has got-

ten better and there are more 
people on the team, but there 
is still a lot of competition 
[within the team],” said Brynn 
Gaenge, senior.
Each member has their own 

form of concentration when it 
comes to performing at match-
es.
“Bowling actually takes skill 

and it’s frustrating when you 
don’t hit the pins, but it’s still 
fun. I take a moment to breath 
and drown out other sounds 
since they’re depending on me 
to score,” said Watkins.
Gaenge shares her opinion 

on the sport.
“[Bowling] is more than just 

chucking a ball down and 
playing a game. I try to tune 
everything out when it’s my 
turn at matches,” said Gaenge.
The girl’s team has gotten a 

new coach every year for the 
past three years.
“Our new coach, Mario, is ac-

tually legit. He is serious and 
funny at the same time. He 
helps us out a lot,” said Wat-
kins.
Both Princeton bowling 

teams seem to go to the back-
burner of winter sports be-
cause of basketball, but with 
team improvement 
and new coaches, 
bowling is a sport 
to look out for.

Not too long ago, a 
small amount of stu-
dents were award-

ed the opportunity to hear a 
current Bengals player speak 
about his life experiences.
DeQuin Evans, an athlete 

from Long Beach, California, is 
currently a part of the Bengals’ 
practice squad. Some may al-
ready be thinking, “wow, that 
must have taken a lot of hard 
work and dedication starting 
when he was real young.”
That’s not the case for Evans. 

His negative actions influ-
enced by his experiences from 
living in the projects caused 
him to land more times in jail 
than the on field.
“When I was 13 years old, I 

got arrested. I spent 6 months 
at this bootcamp. I got out for 

about 2 months and I got ar-
rested, again. It’s about be-
ing around the wrong peo-
ple, gang banging, and doing 
things like that. I was out for 
about 4 months that time and 
then I got arrested, again and 
I had 9 months. I got into a lot 
of fights. I got into a bunch of 
trouble when I was in [jail] 
and they sent me to a different 
place that was a lot worse and 
ended up doing 16 months in 
there,” Evans shared.
Evans’ mind was never on 

the field. He didn’t strive to be 
a football player when he was 
young.
“For a lot of guys who play 

sports, they have been doing 
this since they were young and 
that’s been their dream their 
whole life. Football wasn’t like 
that for me. I didn’t play foot-
ball as a kid. I never did that. 
I was in the streets doing a lot 
of bad things that I regret right 
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now.”
When he was younger, he 

didn’t think about how bad 
of a kid he was and how his 
actions were impacting more 
than just himself. It took him 
time in jail and seeing his fam-
ily to help him come to the 
realization that he needed to 
change.
“When I got out, my mom 

would show up to court cry-
ing. My mom would have my 
little sisters in her hands. You 
know, I’d see my little sisters 
crying. That was real hard 
for me because when you do 
something wrong when you’re 
younger, you don’t realize 
that you’re hurting your fam-
ily and your loved ones more 
than yourself. Even though 
you’re the person getting in 
trouble, you’re the person it’s 
happening to, it’s really your 
family, your loved ones, who 
you are really hurting. The 
people who changed your di-
apers when you were young. 
The people who had your 
back, even though you were 
wrong - even though you were 
wrong about something, they 
still love you regardless - those 
are the people who hurt at the 
end of the day.”
After moving out of the proj-

ects to Long Beach, his life 
slowly started to head in the 
right direction. One day he 
got a call from a buddy that 
he hadn’t spoken to in a while. 
His friend said that he was at-
tending a junior college and 
being paid to go to school.
“My mind, when I was that 

young, was kind of messed up 
in the head. I was like ‘man, 
I’m gonna go to school to get 
this check and leave.’ I wasn’t 
worried about going to school 
because I have never been to 
high school, I never did any of 
that stuff.”
However, Evans decided to 

attend the junior college and 
when he got there, he found 
out his friend was playing 
football. He had always been 
big since he had been incar-
cerated his whole life and he 
decided to try out for football.
“I went to talk to the football 

coach and I said ‘man, I’ve 
never played football before. 
I’m 21 years old.’ And [the 
coach] said ‘as long as you 
work, we’ll be happy to have 
you on our football team.’”
Because he never gave up, 

he strived to reach his goals, 
his first year on the team he 
made the College Football 
All-America Team and it start-

ed from his initial dedication.
“My mother had a hill in the 

back of our house so I would 
run that hill everyday until I’d 
be throwing up on the side, 
my legs would be burning so 
much, it had been the worst 
pain I’d ever been through be-
cause I’d never put my body 
through any kind of pain like 
that, but it let me know what 
it took to be a football player 
and to be successful - that it 
took every ounce of energy, 
every ounce of courage, every 
ounce that I had in my body to 
go out there to be what I want 
to be.”
This was just the beginning 

of his football career. Evans 
went on to play for University 
of Kentucky’s football team on 
scholarship and later he land-
ed a spot on the Bengals’ prac-
tice squad. His story shows 
that no matter what back-
ground a kid has, that child 
still has potential to turn their 
life around.

This article is a five-minute 
excerpt from DeQuin Evans’ 
speech. To listen to the rest of the 
speech, visit www.odinsword-
news.wordpress.com.
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Skating is their 
way of exercise
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As winter approach-
es and it is the start 
of winter sports at 

Princeton High School, Eric 
Hartley and Dannie Dicken-
herr are preparing for figure 
skating at the Northland Ice 
Rink in Evendale.
Hartley, who is a freshman, 

has been participating in fig-
ure skating his entire life and 
his parents got him into it. His 
parents also teach the class 
and he views it as a huge op-
portunity since he does not 
have to pay for the class. In the 
beginning, he did not want to 
go through it but after a while, 
he found it to be interesting.
“It is an intense sport and 

you do fall a lot but once you 
land your moves, it is really 
fun,” said Hartley.
He likes the sport and he 

thinks that it can be very fun. 
He also thinks that it can get 
really boring, but since you 
learn new things everyday 
that is what makes the sport 
so interesting.
As far as continuing the sport, 

he is not really sure. If he at-

tends a college that is close 
to home, he will most likely 
continue  with the sport. Dick-
enherr, senior, started skat-
ing in elementary school but 
stopped her freshman year. 
She has recently begun skating 
again. She got into skating by 
watching people around her 
skate and she told her mom 
that she wanted to do it. Her 
mother signed her up for skat-
ing lessons and bought her a 
new pair of skates as a Christ-
mas present. Her favorite part 
about skating is the science be-
hind it.
“Some things I like about 

skating are the fact that skating 
involves a lot of science, such 
as the rule of gravity, centripe-
tal force, and friction. It makes 
me feel that I can defy gravity. 
You don’t have to be the best 
skater to feel like you’re doing 
something great,” said Dick-
enherr.
“My passion hasn’t died, and 

I’m truly thankful that I have 
an opportunity to do such an 
amazing sport like this,” said 
Dickenherr.
Figure skating is a fun and 

enjoyable sport if you really 
get into it!
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