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Princeton’s new middle 
school and high school 
is considered a state-of-

the-art 21st century building. 
Everyone involved is doing 

Annaliese Levy
Reporter

their part to make this the 
most unique high school in the 
Tri-State area.
“It’s built to last. It’s made 

out of good materials,” said 
Dr. Gary Pack, superintendent 
of Princeton City Schools.
The new building will acco-

modate students with differ-
ent learning 
abilities. The 
different fur-
niture, class-
rooms, and 
teaching tech-
niques help 
students to 
get the best 
out of their 
education.
“The cur-

rent furniture 
is going to 
be much dif-
ferent at the 
new school. 
There will be 
much more 
variety and 
more flexibili-
ty. Each class-
room will be 
set up with 
a variety of 
different fur-
niture - high 
tables, low ta-
bles, and dif-
ferent types 
of chairs. 
The philoso-
phy behind 
the differ-
ent types of 
furniture is 
that students 

learn differently in different 
environments. The idea is that 
you choose what furniture you 
learn best in and the teacher 
can also move the furniture 
around to whatever she teach-
es best in,” said Christi Boron, 
head architect leader from 
CRR Architect and Design.
There will be different 

types of classrooms - N-Cap 
rooms and L-Cap rooms. 
L-Cap rooms are designed 
for co-teaching. They will be 
built with double doors, extra 
components of speakers, an 
80-inch interactive television 
on wheels, and it will be big-
ger than normal sized N-Cap 
rooms. Normal sized class-
rooms are designed to fit 30 to 
35 students.
The new school will also 

maximize space. Behind each 
staircase is a room designed 
for extra teaching spaces or 
just a place to relax.
There will also be “tech-

hubs” in the hallways.
Tech-hubs are cutouts in the 

hallways. There will be six in 
the middle school and six in 
the high school.
“[Tech-hubs] are meant to be 

a learning community,” said 
William Sprankles, Prince-
ton’s 6-12th grade principal. 
“They look like a booth at Ap-
plebees.”
The new Media Center will 

be accessible from each wing.
“The media center is like 

the heart of the school,” said 
Sprankles.
Studies show that natural 

lighting is best to learn in so 

the media center is equipped 
with a large skylight that pro-
vides plenty of light.
“[The Media Center] was a 

fun area to build,” said a con-
struction worker.
Each wing also has a staircase 

so traffic in between classes 
will be less of a problem.
The cafeteria in the new high 

school will look less like a 
school cafeteria and more like 
a café.
The floor tiling will be black, 

light grey, dark grey, and red 
with wood accents.
“The cafe is not just a place to 

eat. It serves as a lobby space 
or meeting area also,” said Bo-
ron.
There will be more gyms in 

the new building than there 
are currently at Princeton.
Each gym will have different 

flooring so they can be used 
for different purposes.
The biggest gym in school 

will seat 2,500 people.
The bleachers will be red and 

grey.
The new theater will seat 

1,000 people, same as Mat-
thews Auditorium.
The colors will be dark ma-

roon, dark grey with wood 
and three different colored 
bricks. The bricks help with 
acoustics.
The first row of seats will be 

the red seats from Matthew’s 
that are refurbished with new 
cushions. The rest of the seats 
will be grey. The red seats will 
be used as VIP seating.
“[The refurbished chairs] pay 

respect to the old theater,” said 

Boron.
The theater will be shared by 

the middle and high school.
The construction for the new 

building is ahead of schedule.
“We have put windows in. 

We didn’t think we would 
have windows on by now,” 
said Dr. Pack.
The middle school is “closed 

in,” which means the roof is 
on and the windows are on, 
so the construction workers 
can start to work on the inside 
during the winter months.
“We are continuing to work 

on the high school but that 
isn’t as big as a push since it 
doesn’t open until a year after 
the middle school,” said a con-
struction worker.
There are 200 to 250 construc-

tion workers per day in the 
winter-time.
“When you walk into this 

building, you’ll know it’s 
Princeton,” said Boron.
The color scheme, for the 

most part, is the branded 
school colors - red and grey. 
There will also be some ac-
cents colors throughout the 
school, which will be yellow.
The interior designers 

worked with the Princeton 
staff to pick out the colors. 
They are currently working 
with the lead staff on furniture 
selection.
“I am very pleased with the 

project,” said Dr. Pack. “[We 
have received] tremendous 
amounts of support from Sha-
ronville, Glendale, Springdale 
and all of the other towns that 
make up Princeton.”
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The middle school is 180,000 square feet and is scheduled to open August of 2013.  A year after that, the high school should then open.  May of 
2015 will begin the demolition of the current schools.  The plan includes 75% of doors being glass.  “When you walk into the new building, it is 
not going to look  like any school you have ever seen,” said Christi Boron, head architect leader.

“I like Knovation. I like engi-
neering, it’s fun. I want to be 
an engineer or a tech design-
er when I’m older,” said Josh 
Schwarber, a 7th grader whose 
roller coaster’s theme is Mario 
World.
Students have said that Kno-

vation is a good way to help 
prepare them for their future 
goals.
“I like it because you get to 

Knovation article continued ...
make stuff and be creative 
and do your own thing. I want 
to be an architect or a music 
producer. Knovation is help-
ing me because when you be 
an architect, you have to plan 
things out, like in Knova-
tion,” said Kenny Moore, a 6th 
grader whose roller coaster’s 
theme is The Cobra.
Knovation is a class that ex-

ercises students’ creativity and 
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According to National Aeronautics and Space Associ-
ation (NASA), “the world will not end in 2012. Our 
planet has been getting along just fine for more than 

4 billion years, and credible scientists worldwide know of no 
threat associated with 2012.
Just as the calendar you have on your kitchen wall does not 

cease to exist after December 31, the Mayan calendar does not 
cease to exist on December 21, 2012. This date is the end of the 
Mayan long-count period but then -- just as your calendar be-
gins again on January 1 -- another long-count period begins for 
the Mayan calendar. 
For any claims of disaster or dramatic changes in 2012, where is 

the science? Where is the evidence? There is no 
credible evidence for any of the assertions 

made in support of unusual events 
taking place in December 2012.”

For more information about 
this event, visit 

www.nasa.gov/topics/
earth/features/2012.

html.

Is it the end? problem solving skills, and it’s 
also for the new school build-
ing.
“Our goal with Knovation 

was to get students and teach-
ers prepared for the new build-
ing. With the new technology 
being presented, Knovation 
can introduce students to new 
ways of learning and problem 
solving,” said Duhram.
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“In Knovation projects, like the roller coaster project 
they’re working on now, students use basic, I mean really 
basic, items to create their roller coaster,” said a Knova-
tion instructer.

“It’s a class to allow kids to think outside the box, encour-
ages collaborating with each other, and learning through 
problems.

The media center acts as the heart of the school and can 
be accessed from each wing of the school. It also has a 
large skylight above the center.

The middle school has been “closed in” meaning the con-
struction workers can start worker on the inside during 
the winter months.

William Sprankles, 6-12th grade principal, explains that 
there will be cut-outs in the hallways that serve as a 
learning community and will look like a restaurant booth.


