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First bell is often a class 
where people are still 
waking up, using their 

time to eat or prepare for their 
more rigorous courses that 
challenge their logic. In Mrs. 
Lillenstein’s 1st bell Speech 
Communications class, there’s 
no time for such delays. With-
in the project-based course, a 
number of groups are tasked 

to choose an organization 
they sympathize with and 
persuade Princeton patrons to 
advocate. Each group of four 
or five students created an 
eight-to-ten minute video rais-
ing awareness and imploring 
action for teens.
One of the organizations sup-

ported is Caracole, a group 
in Northside, that has been 
striving to provide housing 
and other essential services to 
citizens suffering from HIV/
AIDS since 1982. Michelle 

Brown, senior, is a part of the 
group that wishes to convince 
students to donate toiletries 
and other items to the organi-
zation.
"We're going to show the 

impact that HIV is having in 
America," said Brown. "We 
want to show the students that 
it is a problem, and we want to 
tell them that it can happen to 
anybody."
Applying ideas learned in 

the classroom to real-life situ-
ations, groups must strategize 
by using the Aristotle ideas of 
Ethos (ethical appeal), Pathos 
(emotional appeal), and Lo-
gos (logical appeal). This proj-
ect teaches students not only 
about being active in commu-
nity issues, but also working 
and agreeing as groups. Each 
team delegates a leader and 
must cooperate to ensure their 
message is something they all 
agree on.

Discover, define, de-
sign, develop, and 
deliver, the five Ds, 

as the Middle School likes to 
call them, are the key words 
in their new class Knovation 
(pronounced with a silent ‘K.’)
“Basically, it’s an inquiry 

based class where students 
explore problems and issues 
about the world around them. 
It encompasses all subjects, 
but the primary focus is sci-
ence,” said Paul Hufnagel, a 
science teacher and one of the 
Knovation instructors of the 
middle school.
Knovation was introduced 

to the middle school from a 
woman from the University of 
Cincinnati named Carla John-
son, along with Randy Wil-
helm, the CEO of NetTrekker.
“What we wanted to do 

with Knovation, was to un-
class the class,” said Duhram, 
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the middle school principal. 
"We wanted to create a class 
based on innovation, but not 
textbook innovation. The best 
thing about the class is [that] 
teaching finds the best way 
to learn through failing. You 
learn from your mistakes, then 
you’re not afraid to try things. 
We’re afraid of failing, but 
when you fail, you get better. 
I love how it’s student run. 
They can talk, they’re teaching 
each other, and that yields the 
best results.”
Mrs. Myers, another science 

and Knovation instructor at 
the middle school, has more 
positive reinforcement about 
the program.
“It’s a class to allow kids to 

think outside the box, encour-
ages collaborating with each 
other, and learning through 
problems. Something I love 
about the class is that when a 
question is presented, there’s 
not one correct answer to a 
question. It allows them to be 
creative. They also use tech-

nology to research, like iPads. 
They look at real world prob-
lems, which not only makes 
it more personal, but it makes 
the content more meaningful, 
and it helps them stay en-
gaged,” said Myers.
The projects in the program 

are not too complex that makes 
it difficult for them to succeed.
“In Knovation projects, 

like the roller coaster project 
they’re working on now, stu-
dents use basic, I mean really 
basic, items to create their roll-
er coaster,” said Hufnagel.
Students used items like pa-

per towel rolls, books, con-
struction paper, even foil to 
create their roller coaster. 
Their roller coaster is sup-
posed to have a theme when 
they build it.
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Search for the 
PHSspeechcomm 
YouTube channel 
to view all six video 
projects.
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33 polled in total

Josh Schwarber, seventh grader

Spirit Cain, seventh grader

Rafael Floyd, seventh grader

Mariah Langford, sixth grader

Darius Turner, sixth grader

Stephanie Garcia, sixth grader


