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Thousands of people 
from everywhere go 
miles to find out one 

thing: if they have the X-Fac-
tor. Students here at Princeton 
High School (PHS) have mus-
tered up the courage in them-
selves to sing their hearts out 
to the world and aim for the $5 
million contract. 
Sophomore at PHS, Aleah 

Andrews, is currently prepar-
ing for the 2013 audition sea-
son of The X-Factor. X-Factor 
is a talent show that has been 
on for years in the UK and has 
been the U.S. for two seasons 
now. 
“X-Factor is a better show to 

audition for because of the dif-
ferent age groups that they’re 
willing to accept. The fact that 
they take your age into con-
sideration and group you ac-
cordingly, where as American 
Idol, you have to be a certain 
age to even audition. I believe 
that everyone regardless of 
how old you are should get 
the chance to be heard,” said 
Andrews on why she chose 
to audition for X-Factor over 
American Idol. 
Senior at PHS, Janae Wilson, 

feels the same way about the 
X-Factor as Andrews does. 
“X-Factor to me gets people 

who are not your typical peo-
ple you would see. There is no 
set age group. X-factor gets 
younger people rather than 
American Idol who is set to 
an older demographic,” Said 
Wilson. 
“I started watching shows 

like American Idol when I was 
in the 7th grade. I knew when 
I was 14 that I wanted to be on 
a show like that. But it wasn’t 
until last year that I was seri-
ous about actually trying out. 
It’s time for me to really ex-
press myself through my voice 
and the talent God gave me,” 
said Wilson. 
There are three different 

stages to auditioning for The 
X-Factor before actually being 
in front of Simon Cowell, Brit-
tany Spears, Demi Lovato and 
LA Reid:
You have to submit a video to 

X-Factor
Must do a private audition in 

front of a panel
You must be selected out of a 

group that made it through to 
stage 2
The winner of the X-Factor 

gets a $5 million prize, a Pepsi 
commercial presented during 
the Super Bowl and the glory 

of being able to have 
the title of having 
“The X-Factor.”
“I never really 

thought of [the cash 
prize], but I would 
save most of it, help 
out my family in any 
way possible and 
help towards my 
college tuition,” said 
Andrews.
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    A history lesson:
No Shave November

No Shave November is 
another term for Mo-
vember. The word 

Movember is a mix between 
the word moustache and No-
vember.
During No Shave November, 

men put away their razor and 
let their beards, moustaches, 
and sideburns grow until De-
cember 1st.
Some do it just for fun, but 

it originated from the move-
ment of Movember.
Movember is a time to let the 

moustache grow 
to raise awareness 
about prostate can-

cer. However, what might not 
be well known is that it’s not 
about looking scruffy, it’s ex-
actly the opposite.
During Movember, men only 

keep their moustaches, but 
continuely take care of them 
until they look like a million 
dollars. This prompts conver-
sations and helps bring the 
awareness to the much for-
gotten issue of prostate can-
cer. Men “become walking, 
talking billboards.”
Check out the movement’s 

website where all this infor-
mation was gathered - us.mo-
vember.com.
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Veterans Day was not 
always called Veter-
ans Day. The history 

of the holiday is rather dark. 
The day used to be called 
Armistices Day named for 
the day the World War I end-
ed celebrated on November 

The meaning behind
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10th. According to the United 
States Department of the Vet-
erans Affair, President Wilson 
"To us in America, the reflec-
tions of Armistice Day will 
be filled with solemn pride in 
the heroism of those who died 
in the country’s service and 
with gratitude for the victo-
ry, both because of the thing 
from which it has freed us and 

because of the opportunity it 
has given America to show 
her sympathy with peace and 
justice in the councils of the 
nations…" When World War II 
happened and with the death 
of 50 million in 1954,  Presi-
dent Eisenhower the day is-
sued that Armistice Day be 
called veterans day.

Each year, thousands of 
soldiers offer their ser-
vice, experience, and 

sadly their lives to protect the 
values of a nation they believe 
to be true. Regardless of how 
they come home, these brave 
individuals are honored an-
nually on November 11th, 
where a nation acknowledges 
the combatants in military en-
gagements across the globe. 
Princeton’s faculty proudly 
features the veterans that have 
come home, safe and sound, 
on their staff.
Mr. Jim O’Connor, social 

studies teacher, is the 3rd gen-
eration of veterans in his fam-
ily, serving as master sergeant 
veteran in the Air Force. For 
O’Connor, he knows men and 
women “fighting right now 
for our freedoms, serving in 
the military is an honor and a 
tradition.”
“It’s a good feeling to have 

served [in the Air Force], [I’m] 
very grateful to have served 
my country, [to] see the world, 
make friends and learn some 
skills,” said O’Connor.
Math teacher Ms. Hamilton, 

who served as a Lieutenant 
Commander in the Navy Re-
serves, was raised by her par-

ents to respect veterans. 
“It was something my 

parents raised me to be 
proud of,” said Hamilton. 
“I felt I was doing some-
thing important for our 
country and our society.”
Some veterans, holding a 

sense of duty to serve their 
country, joined on their 
own initiative. One such 
as this is head of security 
for Princeton High School, 
Mr. Freland. When the US 
had an active draft during the 
Vietnam War, Freland chose to 
join the marines.
Math teacher Mr. Duke, 

joined the United States Ma-
rines to change the way his life 
was going. Duke, a Corporal, 
was taught pride and endur-
ance. He thinks freedom has 
to be fought for and continues 
to be fought for. 
“Those people who are fight-

ing should be honored,” said 
Duke.
Some joined the military to 

find a sense of growth.
With so many among us who 

came home safely to share 
their story, it is easy to forget 
the scores who gave all they 
could so their fellow service-
men can stay alive.
“I think it’s important for 

people to remember the vet-
erans who gave up their time 
and lives to protect our free-
dom,” said Hamilton.

“It taught me pride, 
myself, endurance,” said 
Duke.
When Veterans Day 

comes around, there’s a 
certain impact that it has. 
Serving in the armed 

forces comes with depth 
and sorrow that is unri-
valed in other occupa-
tions.

“I remember friends that I 
lost and that are buried,” said 
Mr. Duke.
In the military, there’s a say-

ing that there are those who 
give some for all and those 
who give all for some.
“I think that it’s the bond be-

tween the veterans; it's not the 
flag, it’s not the uniform, it’s 
not the holiday, it’s what you 
did when people were dying,” 
said Freland.
People who don’t have a di-

rect link to the armed forces 
might question the importance 
of this day. Veterans at Prince-
ton shared their opinions on 
why this day is significant.
“[It is important] because 

they’re enjoying the freedom 
the veterans sacrificed for 
them,” said Duke.
“[It is important because] 

people take for granted some 
of the things we’re able to do 
in our lives and don’t realize 
the sacrifices that veterans 
have made to give us those op-
portunities,” said Hamilton.
“[It is important] because 

if many veterans had suf-
fered and died for them, they 
wouldn’t have the life they 
have now,” said Mr. Freeland.
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Mr. O’Connor presents the Minutemen 
Award at the First Sergeant Acadmey at the 
Maxwell Airforce Base in Alabama.
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