
o

Odin’s wordOpinion

6

In America, we essentially 
have a two party system. 
Think about it, many Amer-

icans, only know about or seriously consider the two 
major political parties. It seems especially true of the 
youth that they are only aware of the Republican 
Party (GOP) and the Democratic Party (DNC). It’s 
not hard to understand why this is the case, as these 
are the parties always being talked about and com-
pared in the media, and in daily conversation. And, 
of course, they are the two largest political parties 
by a massive margin. This has been the case going 
back to the Great Depression, so nearly all Americans 
alive today, and most of their parents, have always 
known these two parties to be the two options. But 
there are more political parties than just these two, 
and I find the current situation regarding the domi-
nation of politics by them to be a net detriment to our 
political system, and something that we as a people 
would do well to dismantle.
The two parties are simply very large groups of 

citizens who believe they have the same or similar 
political views. It is very important to remember 
that political parties are not handed down from the 
government, although it may sometimes appear this 
way, since nearly everyone in elected government 
positions aligns themselves with either the GOP or 
DNC.  In one election cycle, it is technically possible 
for there to no longer be any Democrats or Republi-
cans holding office.  The parties only have as much 
power as voters and supporters give them.
Most likely, these parties have been able to domi-

nate for so long because they are moderate.  This 
simply means that their political positions are not ex-
treme and easy for people to understand. When you 
really get down to it, while the GOP and DNC do 
vary some in political philosophy, their actual imple-
mentation of policies does not differ drastically. For 
example, the DNC and GOP have a lot more in com-
mon than do the Green Party and the Constitution 
Party, which are both less moderate. The tendency of 
voters to seek a moderate party makes sense, since 
more radical political stances seem to make people 
nervous, at least in theory.  I contend, however, that 
many people currently aligning with either the DNC 
or GOP would actually find a better fit with a third 
party.  Third parties refer to the smaller political par-
ties.  Some third parties that have a moderately large 

voter base include the Libertarian Party, the Green 
Party, and the Constitution party.  You can find 
out more about these parties’ candidates in Nancy 
Reyes’ coverage of the presidential candidates on the 
previous pages.
I believe that American voters need to take a look at 

what party they currently align with, and really con-
sider whether it is the best fit for them. I think many 
will find that, while their old party may have felt 
good enough, there is a party out there for them that 
they agree with completely, instead of only in part.  
This election, many people will be voting for the can-
didate who they feel is “the lesser of two evils”, or in 
other words, someone that they don't think would 
be best for the job, but would be better than the other 
major candidate.  Many also feel that they would be 
“throwing their vote away” if they were to vote third 
party, since candidates of these parties are almost 
guaranteed not to win the election.  These feelings 
are a direct result of the domination by two parties, 
one of which is basically certain to win every elec-
tion.  To me, this is a big problem.  People should 
always vote for the person who they feel would do 
the best job and who they agree with.  Unfortunately, 
nothing will ever change if people keep thinking this 
way.  The two major parties will continue to dom-
inate as long as people allow them to.  I urge any-
one who is voting for a major party candidate so that 
their vote will matter to realize that a vote for a third 
party does matter!  If everyone voted based on their 
beliefs rather than societal pressures, people would 
be happier with the government they designed.  Vot-
ing for a third party allows your voice to be heard in 
politics even more than voting for one of the major 
parties.
Proponents of our current two-party situation claim 

that the political system actually benefits from our 
present situation.  For example, with the current sit-
uation, it makes it more likely that an elected offi-
cial will have the support of the majority of voters. 
With a collection of more equally dominant, smaller 
parties, the winner of an election might only win a 
small fraction of total votes, but as long as they still 
have more votes than any other candidate, then they 
would win.  When there are only two parties, the 
winner of an election most likely had the majority of 

people vote for him. Furthermore, having two strong 
parties could possibly be promoting political stabili-
ty. Many smaller parties could lead to more divisive 
and fractious politics.  Also, with two major parties, 
the voting process is simpler.
To my understanding, all of these supposed virtues 

either don't exist, or are not enough to outweigh the 
negative effects. Although the voting process may 
be simpler with our current system, this is not nec-
essarily a good thing.  Personally, I don’t think that 
choosing who you are going to vote for should be 
a no-brainer.  Everyone who votes should be doing 
some research, and looking at every candidate and 
every issue. Although people now may be able to 
make their decision easier by always voting along 
party lines, since the parties are big, there is a fair 
amount of variation within both parties.  This means 
that people are likely to agree with some positions 
of the party, and disagree with others.  With regards 
to the charge that a larger number of smaller parties 
would cause problems by dividing up voters more 
and leading us to have minority supported officials, I 
would contend that a system of runoff, or two round, 
voting would prevent this problem. With this sys-
tem, there would be multiple rounds of voting, with 
the final round being between the two most popular 
candidates of the previous round or rounds.  Because 
there would only be two candidates in the last round, 
this system would ensure an elected official would 
be preferred by the majority of voters.
Finally, I leave you with a quote from George Wash-

ington, who, in his farewell speech, warned Ameri-
cans of the harm that political parties could do to the 
then fledgling nation that he fought to found.

“However [political parties] may now and then an-
swer popular ends, they are likely, in the course of 
time and things, to become potent engines, by which 
cunning, ambitious and unprincipled men will be 
enabled to subvert the Power of the People, and to 
usurp for themselves the reins of Government; de-
stroying afterwards the very engines which have lift-
ed them to unjust dominion.”
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