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Key Club is an organi-
zation at Princeton 
High School (PHS) 

known for giving back to the 
community. Around this time 
of the year, the members of 
the club all get in the giving 
spirit and start up the annual 
Key Club food drive in coor-
dination with FillTheTruck.
org along with Frame USA. 
All the products donated go 
to the Healing Center at the 
Vineyard Community Church.
In the past, it has mostly been 

cans donated but this year it is 
more than just that. This year 
basic necessities and paper 
products can be collected by 

the Key Club. 
The drive is going to run 

from November 12th through 
December 14th.  Different 
weeks are going to have dif-
ferent products collected. 
“A couple weeks will be 

canned goods, a couple weeks 
for socks, maybe a week where 
we have hats and gloves. May-
be after, there will be diapers 
and toilet paper,” said Mrs. 
Zinnecker, PHS Key Club ad-
visor.
“We’re going to start by in-

troducing [the food drive] 
to COREs through different 
challenges. Key Club will do 
the introduction of what we’re 
looking for and what we need. 
And then we’ll do different 
challenges and Frame USA 
will do challenges and the 
winning class will get a dou-

ble bonus: a pizza party and 
breakfast party. The next class 
will get a donut party,” said 
Zinnecker. 
Some of the Key Club mem-

bers will go around to the core 
classes and collect the dona-
tions. The collections are going 
to be stored in the PHS library.
“Basically, [the food drive] is 

going to be helping anybody 
that works through the Heal-
ing Center if they qualify. In 
the end it could be that we’re 
helping some of our own stu-
dents or families,” said Zin-
necker. 
Last year, Princeton filled 

the truck almost completely. 
This year, the goal is for PHS 
to have a larger donation than 
years past.
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In the diverse world of the 
education system, some 
kids fall behind, while 

others surge ahead. One of the 
biggest challenges for teach-
ers, parents, administrators 
and students, is how to make 
sure that students are in the 
appropriate place, both aca-
demically and socially. One 
way of finding the right fit for 
students is skipping a grade.
Grade skipping has been 

used for generations in order 
to give students the appro-
priate level of academic chal-
lenge.
At Princeton High School, 

some students skipped a 
grade, and are glad that they 
did.
 Jason Forman, junior at PHS, 

skipped his fifth grade year at 
Stewart Elementary.
“My parents told me that 

I was really smart and that 

they were looking into op-
tions.  They said my teacher 
said I would be able to skip a 
grade,” said Forman.
In the fourth grade, Jason’s 

teachers alerted his parents to 
the grade-skipping option.
“We received a recommen-

dation after Jason scored very 
well on an 8th grade PSAT/
NMSQT test he took in 4th 
grade. That recommendation, 
combined with the districts 
threat to eliminate the APT 
program, pushed us to con-
sider grade skipping to keep 
Jason from becoming bored in 
school,” said Kim Forman, Ja-
son’s mother.
Most students skip an earlier 

grade than Jason did.  Being 
slightly older, his parents left 
the decision up to him.
“I could choose whether I 

wanted to or not, my parents 
didn’t force me,” he said.
Forman feels that he made 

the right decision to skip.
“Academically, I think I’m 

challenged more, and it’s a 

good thing for me to put down 
on applications or resumes. In 
the end, I am glad I skipped a 
grade,” said Forman.
Collette Beard, sohpomore,  

also skipped a grade, though 
in a slightly different way.
“I would spend the morning 

with the 2nd grade and the af-
ternoons with the 1st grade”, 
said Beard.
At the time of the skip, Col-

lette wasn’t aware that the de-
cision was being made.
“I actually had no idea that it 

was happening.  My parents 
were the ones who talked to 
people about it,” said Beard.
Beard is happy that she 

skipped a grade, and feels like 
she has benefitted from the 
move.
“I think it’s let me grow and 

learn as much as I can. It made 
school less boring because be-
fore I had been learning things 
I already knew,” said Beard.
Both Forman and Beard 

skipped a grade because they 
were excelling in their school 
work.
“Starting in kindergarten, all 

of Jason’s teachers were con-
stantly trying to find ways to 
keep Jason challenged and in-
terested in school, but he was 
never challenged academical-
ly by routine classwork,” said 
Kim Forman.
Greatschools.org writes 

that, while there seems to be 
no hard statistics about how 
many students skip grades, 
education experts beleive that 
the practice is less common 
now than it used to be.
One possible explanation is 

that recently there has been 
concern about how skipping 
a grade could affect a student 
socially.  When a student skips 
a grade, they will be one year 
younger than their classmates.
Greatschools reports that, 

“since social issues 
are likely to surface 
in middle and high 
school, it’s difficult 
to predict if skipping 
an elementary school 
student will cause 
problems down the 
line.”
However, Beard and 

Forman both feel like 
they adjusted fine 
when they skipped a 
grade.
“Socially, the first 

few years were hard-
er.  It took me longer 
to make friends, but 
eventually I integrat-
ed,” said Forman.
“For me it was important that 

I knew the people in the grade 
ahead of me. I went to Mon-
tessori preschool and kinder-
garten, which helped because 
I knew the kids I was with. It 
wasn’t like I was with a bunch 
of strangers,” said Beard.
Another way that parents can 

try to give their child a leg up 
in school is “redshirting” their 
child.
Redshirting is defined by 

Wikipedia as “the practice 
of postponing entrance into 
kindergarten if age-elligable 
children in order to allow ex-
tra time for socioemotional, in-
tellectual, or physical growth. 
This occurs most frequently 
where children's birthdays are 
so close to the cut-off dates 
that they are very likely to be 
among the youngest in their 
kindergarten class.”
Brooke Singer, English teach-

er at PHS, chose to redshirt her 
son.
“He’s in kindergarten now, 

but he started at 6 while most 
kids start at five,” said Singer.
Singer has specific reasons 

for enrolling her son into kin-
dergarten late.

“I just looked at my son and 
decided he wasn’t ready to 
enter school yet.  I also made 
the decision based on my kid’s 
personality.  I didn’t really 
make the decision based on 
where I thought he was aca-
demically, I made the decision 
based on how ready for school 
I felt he was. I also didn’t do 
it because I wanted him to be 
smarter than everyone else in 
his grade, or for sports rea-
sons. He also has food aller-
gies, so I wanted him to be 
more mature when he start-
ed school so he could rely on 
himself more to keep himself 
safe,” said Singer.
To get more information 

before making her decision, 
Singer drew on the experience 
of fellow teachers.
“I talked to elementary school 

teachers I knew about whether 
he would be at a disadvantage 
academically and socially be-
cause of his age, and most of 
them said they had never had 
parents feel sorry for giving 
their child an extra 
year at home,” said 
Singer.
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Editor “Socially, the 

first few years 
were harder.  It 
took me longer 
to make friends, 
but eventually I 
integrated.”
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Collete Beard, sophomore, and Jason Foreman, junior, don’t regret skip-
ping grades. They feel as if they have really benefitted from their unique 
situation.


