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Polos can be pur-
chased from almost  
any clothing store. 
Target sells all three 
colors starting at 
$12.99.

Black slacks can be 
purchased at T.J. Maxx 
for $12 and a pair of 
khaki slacks can be 
purchased at JC Pen-
ney for $15.

Target sells a Dick-
ies men’s cut edge 
reversible black and 
brown belt for $13.59 
or a plain brown belt 
for $7.99.
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Uniforms in a pub-
lic school?!" was the 
initial reaction by 

many Princeton students af-
ter receiving the automated 
voicemail from 6-12 Building 
Principal William T. Sprankles 
III last month regarding the 
thought of introducing school 
uniforms.
On the Princeton City Schools 

District website, it is referred 
to as "Dress Code with Op-
tions", not necessarily "Uni-
forms". The objectives of the 
new dress code are listed on 
the website as the following:
-Increasing professionalism 

among students and staff
-Developing a greater sense 

of safety and security
-Focusing on our 

main priorities of 
student learning and 
achievement
-Deepening our 

sense of unity and 
school pride
The plan is to phase 

in the new dress code 
when the 6-8 grade 
students enter the 
new middle school during 
the 2013-2014 school year. 
The dress code with options 
consists of males wearing a 
white, red, or grey polo, with 
a collar, tucked in with a black 
belt along with khaki pants or 
dress slacks that are grey or 
black. The style of shoe wear 
is still up in the air. What 
the females would wear has 
been discussed but not decid-
ed upon. This is only a soft 
footprint of what the dress 
code could possibly look like. 

Nothing has been decided or 
cleared from the board yet.
"If we're getting a brand new 

facility that's going to guide 
Princeton for the next 50 years, 
you have to be critical about 
the questions that you ask in 
regards to what else do you 
want to improve on when you 
have the opportunity to go 
into this new building", Spran-
kles said."It's kind of like get-
ting a new house. Sometimes 
you get new furniture. An 
opportunity to revisit a vision 
for your lifestyle. Before we go 
into that new building 
we have to anticipate 
what we believe to be 
the most important 
things in the next 50 
years,” said Sprankles. 
The school is going to 

be 500,000 square feet 

with 3,000 total stu-
dents from grades 6-12 
along with 300 staff 
members.
 "The one variable that 

is not going to change is the 
expectations to proactively 
create a safe and secure envi-
ronment. When you have that 
many students in that large of 
a facility you want to make 
sure you know who your stu-
dents are at any given time,” 
said Sprankles. 
In a survey taken by over 200 

Siblings share same sport

In the athletic world, sib-
lings who play the same 
sport is common. Some 

of the most famous faces in 
sports history are siblings, 
such as Serena and Venus Wil-
liams, the world renowned 
tennis twins, and Eli Manning, 
quarterback for the New York 
Giants, and Peyton Manning 
quarterback for the Denver 
Broncos. 
Siblings that play in the same 

sport are common in Princ-
e t o n High School as 

well. All 
a t h l e t e s 
need some 

type of 
m o t i -
vation. 

For ath-
letes, it 

helps to 
have that 

push and drive to help inspire 
them. For the twins Chelsea 
and Kelsey Mitchell, juniors 
who play varsity basketball 
for Princeton, that motivation 
seems to be found in each oth-
er.
When asked who inspired 

who to play basketball, Chel-
sea said, “if anything, we in-
spire each other and we tell 
each other to never give up 
even if it’s stressful.”
“She’s more outgoing and 

gives me confidence,” Kelsey 
said.
The dedication in a sport of-

ten comes from family tradi-
tion.

“Our whole family plays bas-
ketball,” Chelsea said.
“We are basketball twins. My 

dad was a coach and my twin 
brothers play basketball also,” 
Kelsey said.
 Taylor and Tyler Mc-

Cullough, two seniors who 
both participate on the track 
team, have a similar situation 
as the Mitchell siblings. 
“Track runs in the family,” 

said Taylor. 
With the Boyle siblings, 

James and Katie, both are 
freshmen, their dynamic is a 
little different.
“Not really for golf but for 

other sports [tradition plays a 
part],” said James.
The influence from an 

older sibling can even 
make an impact 
as to whether the 
youngest sibling 
plays the same 
sport or not.
Dylan Dykes, se-

nior, plays water 

polo and said that he started 
playing before his younger 
brother, Dustin, junior, and 
influenced him to play water 
polo also.
“[The sport] strengthens our 

bond [and] brings us closer as 
a family,” said Dylan. 
When having a sibling on the 

court or on the field they might 
have different views with each 
other on some things includ-
ing how to play and what 
should have been done.
“[James] plays better with 

divers and I play better with 
irons,” said Katie.
Sometimes mood can even 
differ between two siblings.

“She’s calmer and more 
into [basketball],” Kelsey 

said.
Or maybe even one 
sibling could have a 
stronger passion for 
the sport. 
“My sister is more se-

rious and wants to go to 
college. I just wanted to 
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stay in shape,” said Tyler.
These siblings are able to use 

each other to help improve 
their game.
“[We help each other to learn] 

how to practice, speed, [and] 
endurance,” Tyler said.
Katie likes that her broth-

er also plays golf so she has 
someone to relate to. 
“Both parents don’t play golf 

and I can talk and he would 
understand,” Katie said.
Siblings who play the same 

sport also allows them to mo-
tivate each other.
“She motivates me to do bet-

ter; she pushes me to do bet-
ter,” Taylor said. 
In and out of 

the game, sib-
lings will al-
ways share 
a special 
bond.

staff members, 91.5% agree 
that having students wear 
identifiable dress code would 
help the staff members main-
tain safety and supervision of 
Princeton students.
This explains the objective 

of developing a greater sense 
of safety and security. At any 
given time the school could 
be approached by parents, re-
cruiters, alumni, etc.
"We want to make sure that 

at any given time we can 
monitor and identify who our 
Princeton students are from a 

proactive, safety perspective."
Nothing about the school 

dress code has been set in stone 
yet, and legally it cannot be 
done without the participation 
and feedback from the board, 
parents or community. To en-
sure that every question about 
the dress code is answered, ten 
community forums have been 

aligned, two letters have been 
sent to families, brochures 
have been handed out along 
with being on the Princeton 
website, along with automat-
ed voice messages home.
“Teachers have pushed it. 

Adults have been asking for 
it. It could help make a more 
cohesive culture, driven by 
parents and teachers in the 
summer. We take time to listen 
to parents, which is something 
we need to consider. No deci-
sion is made.” Sprankles con-
tinued.

In another staff survey with 
over 200 questioned, 91.4% 
believe that having students 
wear a uniform style dress 
code is one variable that 
would contribute to develop-
ing a more cohesive culture. 
As the Principal of the mid-

dle and high school, Sprankles 
becomes the face of anything 

presented from the school. 
With this dress code situa-
tion, he was not the one who 
came up with the idea. Faculty 
brought the idea to Sprankles 
who, along with staff mem-
bers, are working together to 
create a well put together idea 
to present to Princeton’s Board 
of Education. Nothing will be 
presented to the board unless 
2/3 of the community, par-
ents and faculty fully support 
the aspect of adding the dress 
code with options.
On the Princeton website, 

this is how it is hoped the 
dress code idea will play out:
-September and October 

2012: Community forums for 
engagement and input.
-October and November 

2012: Developing specifics, 
policy and surveys, securing 
formal parent support.
-November and December 

2012: Final community pre-
sentations; securing formal 
parent support.
-January 2013: Submission 

for school board approval.
-Fall of 2013 -2014, Phase 1: 

Students entering grades 6 
through 8 in the new school 
would begin implementing 
the new dress code.
-Fall of 2014-2015, Phase 2: 

Students entering grades 9 
through 12 in the new high 
school will continue with the 
new dress code.
No final decision has or will 

be made regarding the dress 
code until it is for certain that 
the community is for it. In the 
near future, current students 
and families will be able to 
contribute their 
opinions in the up-
coming surveys. 

New school seeks new uniforms
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