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With Thanks-
giving fast 
approaching, 

many people start to re-
flect on life. Some are 
simply thankful for be-
ing alive, while others 
are thankful for having 
things like family and 
getting a good educa-
tion.  Here, students at 
Princeton High School 
(PHS) are thankful for 
many different things.
Brianna Cotton, junior, 

is thankful for having her 
grandpa and the Ronald 
McDonald House. When 
Brianna was six years 
old, she was diagnosed 
with Spin bifida.  Spin 
bifida is a developmen-
tal congenital disorder 

caused by the incom-
plete closing of the em-
bryonic neural tube in 
the first month of embry-
onic development. 
“It involves the spinal 

cord. It causes decreased 
muscle mass and loss 
of bodily functions. If it 
progresses it can cause 
paralysis,” said Cotton. 
Brianna was tested at 

birth for Spin bifida, but 
the test came back nega-
tive. 
“I had a hair patch 

on my back, had to get 
MRI’s and the doctor 
saw,” Cotton said. She 
was diagnosed with Spin 
bifida.  
“I had to go through 

blood tests and several 
hours worth of scans. I 
was in the ICU after sur-
gery for eight days and 

Vikings share what 
they’re thankful for
Nancy Reyes
Reporter

Article continues on 
page 8 ...

As fall ends and win-
ter begins, Princeton 
athletes begin tran-

sitions of their own into an 
assembled, competitive team. 
The Princeton High School 
(PHS) boys basketball team 
draws in crowds every year in 
their attempts to secure a spot 
in the Greater Miami Confer-
ence (GMC) Tournament in 
March. With two champion-
ship wins and two ties in the 
last ten years, the team has big 
shoes to fill. Darius Hilson and 
Dorian Jordan, seniors, are 
hopeful that excellence will 
begin even in the preseason.
“You should expect great-

ness out of us this year, since 
[Darius and I] are leading this 
year,” said Jordan.
Hilson believes that the team 

is “going to go forward”, start-
ing with the practices leading 
up to their first home game 
with Elder on December 4th. 
Every day after school, and 
occasionally on weekends, 
the team practices for two 
hours on the fundamentals of 
the sport. From rebounding 
to passing, everything is dis-
ciplined, and there are conse-
quences when they don’t give 
their all.
“We start off by partner 
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then I was in regular care 
for a week. After surgery 
I was on bed rest for like 
a month,” she said.
Brianna’s sponsor paid 

for gas (from traveling 
back and forth for her 
appointments), for ho-
tels so her family could 
be with her, ICU, and 
even for nurses to take 
care of her throughout 
the day.  
She is very thankful 

that her grandpa took 
the time to get her a 
sponsor because without 
that, there would have 
been a great chance that 
she would have been 
paralyzed. 
Amari Ballew, fresh-

man at PHS, is thankful 
for having her mother in 
her life. 
“In 2003, after my sis-

ter was born, [my moth-
er’s] kidney shut down. 
She was really sick from 
2003-2011. She had to 
take a lot of pills and had 
seizures,” said Ballew. 
Ballew’s mother was 

on the donor list from 
Ballew’s third to seventh 
grade year. Then they 
found a match, Ballew’s 
aunt. 
“Testing on my aunt 

took a long time. She 
wasn’t able to donate 
until 2011,” Ballew said.
Amari’s mother got her 

kidney transplant on Oc-
tober 28th, 2011. 
“After her transplant, 

she was really sick. She 

Amy Price | Provided

Amy Price, PHS’s District Library Media Specialist, was diagnosed with breast 
cancer on June 29th, 2000. “I am thankful for the staff at PHS. [They] were the 
most amazing support system one could ever ask for,” said Price.
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This past Sunday, 
November 11, 
the Princeton 

community observed 
Veterans Day for the 9th 
consecutive year with an 
honorary concert per-
formed by the Prince-
ton Community Middle 

School Concert Choir 
and Chamber Orchestra. 
On behalf of the 

Wounded Warrior Proj-
ect, Cynthia Jo Parsons 
spoke at the concert. 
Parsons’ son, Sergeant 
Shane Parsons, suffered 
from severe brain injury, 
cardiac arrest, amputa-
tions above both knees 

and post-traumatic stress 
disorder after serving in 
Iraq. Since his injuries, 
both Cynthia and Shane 
have been active mem-
bers in the Wounded 
Warrior Project and the 
Brain Injury Association 
of Ohio. 
In addition to the con-

cert, Princeton collected 

funds for the Wounded 
Warrior Project.
“They’re accepting of 

anything,” said Vicki 
Hoppe, secretary to Ms. 
Cruse. 
In past years, Princeton 

has also collected mon-
ey for Honor Flight, an 
organization that sends 
World War II and Korean 

War veterans to Wash-
ington D.C. to see their 
memorials. 
“The reason we chose 

Wounded Warriors again 
this year was because we 
had a 2006 graduate get 
injured in Afghanistan 
recently…so we thought 
that was a good tribute 
to him,” said Hoppe. 
Princeton initially 

got involved with the 
Wounded Warrior Proj-
ect after the speaker at 

last year’s Veterans Day 
concert.
“Last year’s guest 

speak is a Princeton 1999 
graduate who lost his leg 
in Iraq,” said Hoppe.
Princeton has contin-

ued the tradition of com-
memorating Veterans 
Day every year after see-
ing how much it meant 
to veterans.
“It’s just a way of say-

ing thank you,” said 
Hoppe.
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