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Princeton tech students bring 
home awards
Annaliese Levy
Reporter

“We traditionally win the Best Technology Education Display 
award,” said Simpson.  “Some people have come to expect it 
so it might not seem as special because we [win] so often, but 
compared to other schools it is special.”

Materials used to create some of the projects include wire, PVC 
piping, motor oil, salt water, buckets, wood, copper tubing and 
more.

Not all the projects that won awards dealt with electromagnetism. 
Other pieces were produced in a graphics art class that is also in 
the technology wing taught by Tracy Whittaker.

The Technology Education team, supervised 
by Brian Lien and Dennis Simpson, received 
numerous awards over the summer for items 

created by Princeton High School (PHS) students. 
The Tech Ed team worked throughout the 2011-2012 

school year on their projects and finally got to pres-
ent them over the summer at the Ohio State Fair in 
Columbus. 
“They really look forward to coming out and show-

ing what they made,” said Lien. 
The team won a merit award, a best of show award, 

best display in the state, a first place ribbon and an 
overall award for PHS. 

“We traditionally win the Best Technology Educa-
tion Display award,” said Simpson.  “Some people 
have come to expect it so it might not seem as spe-
cial because we [win] so often, but compared to other 
schools it is special.” 
40 other high schools from Ohio were involved in 

the awards.
“At the Ohio State Fair we displayed about 50 proj-

ects and about half of those received an award,” said 
Simpson.
PHS has been attending the Tech Ed Awards since 

the high school was established in 1955.
Chris Buck, senior, won a first place ribbon and a 

best of show ribbon from the Tech Ed Awards for his 
project he created called Teslacoil. 
The Teslacoil displayed electromagnetism and 

formed arcs or lightning. It was created out of wires, 

PVC piping, motor oil, salt water, a bucket, wood, 
blots, an NST transformer, various metals, and cop-
per tubing. 
“It felt great winning,” said Buck. 
Buck worked on his project for about two months 

during class and also after school.
“The class was amazing. I learned so much and 

had fun doing it,” said Buck. 
Buck was in Mr. Simpson’s analog electronics 

class. 
“Chris Buck is a very enthusiastic student, with 

the drive and ability to take on projects beyond 
those of most students,” said Simpson.

Brian Lien | Provided Brian Lien | Provided Brian Lien | Provided


