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Since the passing of Princ-
eton’s $120 million levy 
for a new combination 

high school/middle school/
community complex, workers 
have been steadily moving 
towards its grand opening. 
Aiming to open the new mid-
dle school building in August 
2013, planners and construc-
tors worked through the sum-
mer to make progress towards 
their goal. The 550,000 square 
foot complex will house 3,200 
students, 400 employees, and 
millions of dollars in state-of-
the-art educating tools.
Superintendent Dr. Gary 

Pack, who has been very in-
volved in the project since its 
inception, has many answers 
to the questions one frequent-
ly hears about the state of con-
struction. Sitting down with 
him, Pack demonstrates his 
understanding of the prob-
lems students have and ex-
plains precautions taken to 
relieve them.
“We’ve tried to [make tran-

sitional changes] whereby 
students will not have to 
be uplifted and moved and 
those kinds of things, so we’re 
building the middle school 
around the middle school 

Zane Warman
Reporter

Princeton sees new construction during summer
now, which is complicated...so 
basically the students that are 
in the high school are going to 
be here until they move into a 
brand new facility.”
Pack states that high school 

student life will not be seri-
ously affected this year by 
construction.
“The biggest effect is going 

to be how we park people 
and how people get access 
to where they’re going when 
we’re doing a $9 million dollar 
road project right through the 
center of the campus, in ad-
dition to all the construction 
across the street. That’s prob-
lematic for us,” said Pack.
While the drilling and de-

stroying is all for the sake of 
the long-awaited new build-
ing (Princeton High School is 
in its 53rd year), the resultant 
conflicts with traffic and park-
ing have upset members of the 
student body. Emily Roper, 
senior, is one of those students 
that has found a bit of trouble 
from construction. Particular-
ly, the removal of the bridge 
has been a major point of con-
tention.
“If I’m running a bit late, 

there’s no chance of me getting 
to school on time,” says Roper, 
who proceeds to tell a story of 
how the inconvenience of not 
having the bridge affected her 

punctuality 
to school on 
multiple oc-
casions.
Roper cites 

the time 
it takes to 
walk to 
school from 
the parking 
lot and the 
construction 
on Chester 
Road as rea-
sons why 
getting to 
school on 
time can now 
be difficult 
for some. 
Even with 
these set-
backs, Roper 
understands 
that the work is for a good 
cause.
“It’s kind of a glimpse at 

what 21st century education is 
going to look like,” says Roper. 
“In some ways, we’re still get-
ting a 20th century education. 
They’re doing a really good 
job of evolving and obviously 
there are certain things about 
education that kind of tran-
scend societal changes, but I 
feel like we’re still adapting to 
all the new technologies that 
are available to not just the 

students, but 
to teachers.”
In addition 

to the con-
joined schools, 
miscellanious 
‘ c o m m u n i t y 
facilities’ will 
be more avail-
able than ever 
before. The na-
tatorium, run-
ning track, and 
g y m n a s i u m 
that ‘tie every-
thing together’ 
will be open 
to members of 
Princeton City 
School District 
t h r o u g h o u t 
the week. The 

yet-to-be-named performing 
arts center is degsined as an 
all-encompassing center for 
band, symphonic, choral, and 
dramatic productions. Other 
alterations to Princeton’s cam-
pus included renovations to 
RELIS and the Transportation 
department, both of which 
came over the summer.
It’s not hard to spot the flat-

tened earth where the bus 
depot used to stand; the 
Transportation department 
demolished this past spring. 
Instead of just south of the 
middle school, the Transporta-
tion offices and bus depot has 
relocated to the Operations 
Center on Hauck Road in Sha-
ronville, a new Princeton ac-
quisition.
With our construction levy 

comes an ‘Enhanced Tech-
nology Package’. Of the $120 
million reserved for the actual 
construction, this package sets 
aside $17 million of that (ap-
proximately 14 percent) for ex-
penses on high-speed cabling, 
device charging areas, class-
room projectors, televisions 
and other amenities. The ren-
ovated RELIS campus, which 
was completed in June, has 
been fitted with classrooms 
modeling the new building’s 

According to the Princeton website, “On May 4, 2010, voters in the Princeton School District’s 
community voted overwhelmingly (58%) to finance the $120 million construction project.”

According to the Princeton website, “We are on-schedule for the middle school to open in August 
2013 and for the high school to be completed the following year. This project will complete Prince-
ton’s 50-year plan for new school construction.”
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technological features. Sever-
al teachers are already being 
educated on the functions and 
decorum of the modern class-
room. The learning model of 
this new Princeton school will 
place emphasis on STEAM: 
Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, the Arts, and Mathe-
matics. 
“It’s all designed around 21st 

century tools and 21st century 
learning,”says Pack.
While many changes will be 

seen to the structures at Princ-
eton, the diversity our school 
provides will not change.
“You learn how to interact 

with people who aren’t the 
same as you, and that’s an ex-
tremely important, invaluable 
lesson that can’t be taught in a 
classroom,” says Roper.
With the progress made thus 

far, there is a chance that the 
current sophomores will be 
the first graduating class of 
the new high school, but this 
is not certain.
“We don’t know if it [having 

the class of 2014 enter the new 
school] is possible right now, 
because we can’t predict the 
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